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PREFACE 
This Interpretive Manual was prepand by the Offkc of the State Architect, Access Compliance Section 
(OSA/ACS). Ihe original vasion. published in 1982 was the d t  of a combined effort between the 
Office of the State Architect and the Department of Rehabilitation, and denloped as the aftermath of a 
series of meetings betwetn the two offices. It was the intent of those meetings to develop an accurate and 
cleat undastanding of the content of thc access regulations. 

Phone calls and letters received by OSA have made it apparent that many building officials, architects. etc., 
have similar questions regarding the regulations. It was agreed that many questions could be answered by a 
manual such a this, and valuable information regarding accessibility could be included. This manual is an 
a m p  to put into writing the most commonly asked questions and OSNACS's answers regatding the 
regulations and accessibiliry in gtnaal. The interplwuions are the opinion of OSNACS. 

This is an interpetive manual. The format is to mcite a section of the access regulations found in the 
compiled California State Building Code and follow it with OSNACS's intapretation of that section. 
Because it is critical that you, the reader, understand when you are reading an intapmation, and when you 
are reading regulations, each interpretation is identified in thne ways. We have used a large indent, a bar 
dong the left side the interpetation and right side justif~cation or alignment of the text In this way you are 
assured identification of interpretations. and you will have the conf~dence of realizing the difference 
between an intapretation and a regulation. The chronology of the regularions is the same as is found in the 
compiled California Building Code, ; 
The adoption tables provided in this manual are not necessary but are included to familiarize you with th& 
use and would be necessary if you wen using the compiled California Building Code. 

Ihc Ofice of the Sta& ArchitectJAccess C o m p l i i  Section has staff available to respond to questions 
regarding the access regulations, either thrwgh our hotline or by amqmdcncc. 

Enforcement of these ngulations is accomplished by various agencies as desuibed in Section 110(b) 1 1.C. . 
Since those agencies have and sole authority for enforcanart the interpretations in this manual may 
differ from a decision made by otha enforcing agarcia. 

Since the regulations arc not cast in stone, tfrcy arc subject to change; the same is true for this manual. ?he 
intapntations are our opinion of how the regulations should be applied. They am not law and may change 
due to cuutt decisions, changes of policy or admmam 

. . 
'OIL 

Copies of this doaunent arc available at a cost of $8.00 and may be obtained by writing to: 

Oflice of the State Archim 
Access Compliance Unit 
400PSaet 
Sacramento, CA 95814 



INTRODUCTION 

Here is our third edition of the Interpretive Manual. As with the first and second editions, 
this document contains a l l  of the regulations on access that arc promulgated by the Office 
of the State Architect (OSA) and published in Title 24 of the California Administrative 
Code, the State Building Code. The regulations affect both publicly and privately funded 
buildings. To gain a thorough understanding of how to use these regulations it is impor- 
tant that you nad Chapter 1A. This chapter explains Title 24, it's relationship to the 
Uniform Building Code (UBC), thc interface between the two codes, how to use the 
matrix adoption tables located in the appendix, and especially the application of OSA's 
access regulations. The application section describes three important issues: 
1. Where access is to be applied, 
2. Who enforces the access regulations, and 
3. The legislative authority requiring OSA to write these regulations. 
With this edition we have made necessary changes that reflect recent changes in Title 24, 
as follows: 
Editorial changes to integrate the regulations into a new merged Title 24/UBC format. 
Addition of the more g e n d y  accepted ttrm "physically disabled" along with "handi- ; 
capped." 
Regulations requiring assistive listening systems in certain assembly areas, to benefit 
hearing impaired person. 
Improvements to access in hotel rooms. 
Improvement to access features benefitting the visually impaired, on elevator conml 
buttons, stair well floor markings and sidewalk obstruction hazards. 
Various other adjustments, clarifications and enhancements to improve access for persons 
with physical disabilities. 
For a complete list of recent changes to the OSA/ ACS regulations, see Appendix B. 

Enjoy. 
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Sec. I IOA (b) 12 conrinrrcd 

Authority Cited - Educatim Code Sections 39152 and 81142. and Health and Safay Code 
Section 16022. 

Reference - Education Code Sections 39140 through 39157. and 81 130 through 81 147, and 
Health and Safety Code Sections 16000 through 16023. 

Thc Structural Safety Section of the O f f -  of the State Architect has becn delegated the rtsponsi- 
bility and authority by the Dcpar~nent of Garaal Scrviccs to supervise and nview the design 
and & m e  the construction of public school buildings, the structural systems and related details 
of hospital buildings and sultc-owllcd or leased essential scrvias buildings. 

The applicable building standardP arc as follows 

(1) School Buildings; Group 1, Subchapta 1, Chapta 1, Tie 21, CCR 
(2) Hospital Buildings; Chapter 1, Divisim 7, T i  22, CCR 
(3) Essential Services Buildings; Props& SB 239 regulations to be adaped into Group 3, 

Subchapter 1, Chaptw 1, Title 21, CCR. 
B. Technical Regulations 

Various model codcs aria,tcd by nfacnce into the State Building Standards Code, Title 24, 
Parts 2,3,4,5 and 7, CCR, for school buildings, structural systcms and related details of 
hospital buildings and state-owncd or leased essential service buildings. 

The Smctural Safety Section, in the paformancc of its duties, coordinates with other state 
offices as follows 

(1) State Building Standards Commission 
(2) Office of Statewide He& Planning and Development 
(3) Office of the State Fire Marshal 
(4) Officc of the Staoe A r c h i W h  Compliance Section 
(5) Officc of Locat Assistance 
(6) Off= of Project Developmcnt and Management 
(7) Off= of Real Estatt and Design Development 

13. OSHA - Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board. 
Application - Places of employmait. 
Enforcing Agency - Divisioa of Occupational Safety and Health. 
Authority Cited - Labar Code Section 1423. 
Reference - Lalxx Codc Section 1423. 

14. OSHPD - Offia of Statewide Health Planning and Developarcnf 
Application - Clinics, Hospitals and Health Facilities 
Enforcing A g ~ y  - Division of Facilities Developmcnt, Oflice of Statcwide Health Planning 
andDcvelapdscnt 
1. The &t of ~ a m a l  Scrviccs, through a om- with hc O f f a  of Starnvidc Health 

Pianning and Developmcnt, shall analyze only the stmctmd systans and relatcd details, as 
set fath in theworkingdrawingsandspedf&cms, andshallobsaveody that part ofthe 
consauction of hospital projects as defined by Section 15026 of the Health and Safety Code. 

2. The O f i a  of the S~ate Fm bhhai.  thmugh a ccm~act with the Offia of Statewide Health 
Planning and Development, shall analyte only the fire safety and dated details, as stt forth 
in the working drawings and Specifications, and shall obsan only that part of hc construc- 
tion of hospital projects. 
Authority Cited - Health and Safay Code Sections 4462.446.3.1226.1275 and 1%5. 
Reference - Health and Safety Codc Sections 446.2,446.3,1225,1275 and 1900 through 
15093. 
The following sccess compliance promulgated ngulations M(]fCCd for hospital construc- 
tion: 



- all facilities and accommodations normally sought and used by the public in such a 
building are -ssible to and usable by physically handicapped persons/people with 
physical disabilities. 

Inkrprelation Here we have (2) TWO very important exceptions!: 
EXCEPTION 1 8  This section applies only to passenger vehicle service stations, shopping 
centers, offices of physcians and surgeons and office buildings. You do not need to ~nstall 
elevators in these multi-storied buildings. Nor do you provide access except on the ground 
floor or other accessible levels. 
EXCEPTION a This Section says: For those occupancies or buildings not listed above 
you do not need to provide an elevator. However, you must provide a reasonable portion of 
those facilities found on the upper levels, on the ground or accessible level. For th~s 
exception to apply, OSA-AC interprets 'reasonable portion' to mean just that. a reasonable 
amount but not all. You need not provide all of what's on the inaccessible level on the 
accessible level. 

C. Enforcing Agency 

(1) The director of Genaal Savices where state funds an utilited for any project or whae 
funds of countits municipalities or otkr polidcal subdivisio~~~ ate utilized for the con- 
struction of ekrncntary. secolldary a community college projects. 

(2) The governing bodies where funds of countits, municipalities or other political subdivi- . 
sions are utilized except as otherwise provided above. 

(3) The budding depamnent of enry city, county, or city and county within the territorial 
area of its city, county, or city and county. where private funds are utilized. "Building de- 
partment" means the deplmart, burcau or officer charged with the enforctment of laws 
or ordinances regulating the erection or construction, or both tht erection and consmc- 
tion, of buildings 

Interpretation I Who enforces those regulations? 

I In privately funded projects it is the local building department That is what it says in 1 (3). 
and in # (2) above. For State projects enforcement is bythe Department of General Se~ces  
- this translates to OW-AC. 

D. Special Conditions f a  the Physically Handicapped Rcquixing Appeals Action Ratificati- 
Whenever n f a m c t  is made in these regulations to this section. the fmdings and &termina- 
tions required to be rendered by tht local edorcing agency shall be subject to ratification 
through an m rm== 

. . 

f Throughout t!'le regulations you will find exceptions from the requirements for full compliance 
especially in existing buildings. However you will also find total exemptions from the 
regulations. Whenever you find a total exemption you will be directed to the above section 
which requires the enforcing agency to use it's appeals process to approve the elimination 
of accessiMe features. 

E Authority Citsb-Govcmmcnt Code Sectioa 4450. 

F. Refennc(c-GOvcmmmt Code Section 4450 through 4.458 and Health and Saftty Code 
Section 19952 ttrrough 19959. 

12. OSAISSS - Office of the State hhitcct, SmcturaI Safuy Section. 
Application - Public elementary and seconday schooIs, community college buildings and 
tsscntial seNice.s buildings. 
Enforcing A g m y  - Structural Safety Section, Office of the State Architea 

13 
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Sec. IIOA (b) 11 B 

8. Applicatibn. All privately funded public accommodatiom and fdities shall be accessible 
to people with physical disabilities as follows: 

NOTE: See Health and Safety Code. commencing with Sectia 19952 

We now switch to the section on Privately Funded Buildings! In other words, using private I sector money. 

(1) Any building, structure, facility, complex a impovcd area or portions theawf which is 
used by the general public and shall include: 
a Auditoriums, convention centers and stadiums. 
b. Hospitals, including, but not limited to, hospitals, nursing homes and convalescent 
homes. 
c. Theaters, restatrrants and shopping centas. 
d. Hotels and motels. 
e. Passenga vehick savice statiom 
I. Office of physicians and SuXgfOllS. 
g.Off= buildings. 
hSublic curbs and sidewalks. 

lnkrpf'etati~ Again, OSA - AC requirements apply to buildings, facilities and to private sidewalks, as well. 

I The term 'and shall include' as used in this section is meant to be an expanding term, in other 
words the List of buildings - a through h is not inclusive but is intended to be representative 
of the general types of buildings that am affected. 

(2) Any sanitary facilities which arc made available for the public, clients or employees in 
such accommodations a facilities. 

Notice that all sanitary facilities made avaflable to the public. clients or employees must also 
lnBmeMcn I be made accessible. 

(3) Any curb a sidewalk intended for public use that is constructed in this state with private 
w. 

Inkrpretation a Notice! Privately funded curbs and sidewalks are included. 

(4) AU -g privately funded public accommodations whcn alterations, SQucrural rcpairs 
or addi#m are made to such public accommodatim as set forth under 11A (5) above. 

Inkrprebfh Very Important! l!w requirements for existing privately funded buildings that are to be I remodeled are the same as for publicly funded. So you are referred to the publicly funded 
sections to get this information. 

EXCEPTION 1: In @vatcly funded multi-storied passenga vehicle savice stations, 
shopping centas, offices of physicians and slagams, and office buildings. subject to this 
code, floors or levels above and below the fvst floor at ground level am exanpt from 
these requirements if a ramp or elevator is not availabk to provide p u b k  acccss to such 
floors a kvels. 

EXCEPl'ION 2 In privately funded multi-storied buildings. floas or levels above the 
fmt floor or ground level are exempt from these requirements if a rtasonabk portion of 



Scc. 11 OA (b) I I A continued 

In@r~re@tim from b e  extenor arnval s~te. It can include parkmg areas, w a l k  or sidewalks, ramps, I comdors, an elevator and doorways, etc.. as necessary to prov~de for arnval at the s~te and 
vaverslng to the actual rnterlor area being remodeled. 

EXCEPTION NO: 1. When the total construction cost of altaations. structural repairs or 
additions does not exceed a valuation threshold of 350,000, based on January 198 I, 'ZN'R 
US20 Cities" avaagc consuuction cost index of 3372.02 ("Engineering News Record", 
McGraw Hill Publishing Company), and the enforcing agency finds that compliance with 
this codc creates an rmrrasonable hardshrp, compliance shall be limited to the actual work 
of the project. The enforcing agency shalt, annually, update the valuation threshold to a 
c m n t  amount based on the inacase in the index since the last figure used. 

Inblpfetatim Unreasonable Hardship 
In some cases especially on small jobs, complying with 11OA(b)l lA(5) above would be 
difficult or impossible because the cost of providing access is too high in relationship to the 
total cost of the job. If this appears to be the case and the value of the job contemplated is 
under $50,000.00 (adjusted annually to the ENR index for cost of construction) then an 
unreasonable hardship determination must be made in order to execute an exemption. To 
do this there is aspecific procedure to fdlow. This procedure is spelled out in the definition 
chapter, specifically Section 422. Here, five criteria are spelled out that must be reviewed 
and documented in order to conclude there is an unreasonable hardship. What we're sayim 
is that you must always adhere to full compliance as detailed in the previous section 
(1 lOA(b)l lA(5)) unless you find its a hardship. 
One addional point, the $50,000.00 as adjusted each year is the cost of the job without 
providing the accessibility features. 
Another point it is the intent of OSA that only the specific area that cream the unreasonable 
hardship should be eliminated not all the access features. 
Do not forget, the exemption only applies to the path of travel. restrooms, drinking fountains 
and public phones serving the area, the area of remodel is not exempted by this section. 

EXCEPTION NO: 2. Altcratio(~s, st ruchd repairs or additions consisting of one of the 
f0110wing shall be limited to the actual work of thc project 
e Altuing one building entrance to meet handj.cappad/physically disabled n~uinmcnts 
b. Altdng one existing toilet facility to meet handicapped/ physically disabled rcquin- 
ments. 
c Altering existing ekvatax m meet handicapped/physically disabicd requinmcnts. 
d. Altuing existing steps meet handicappedlphysically disabkd requit.ements 
e. Altaing exishg to meet handicappadiphysically disabled requirements. - 

* EXCEVIlON NO: 3. Projects which cocrsisl only of heating, vcnthtion, air condition- ' ing, lcroofing, clcceid work not involving pbcement d switches and recep~cles. 
cosmetic wak  drat docs not affect access, such as painting, carpeting, ctc., are not corrsid- 
tnda l tae t ioapojeas forprrpos t so fmxss ib i i fa thc~ ieWith  
physicaldissbilitiesrrnd~aotbembjcucodliscode. 

What does thb mean? 
The point here is that certain jobs may be done without Viggering any other access 
requirementm. Those joba are Wed in this section. 

h e a  cametic wok trigger axes? 
No, but check with your local building department or OSA. Access is generally triggered 
by structural modifications. 



shall be d b l e  to people with physical disabilities as follows: 

NOTE: See Govmment Code commencing with Section 4450. 

(1) AU buildings, structures, sidewalks, curbs and related facilities constructed by the use of 
the state, county or municipal h d s ,  or the funds of any political subdivision of the state. 

Interpretation Applicatron, Publicly Funded-Important! 
This is the first statement regarding the application of OSA - Access Compliance require- 

ments. It makes the statement that the OSA - AC regulations apply to all publicly funded 
buildings, sidewalks, etc. This includes County funded. State funded. and City funded 
bu~ldings. It does not include 100% Federally funded buildings wt\ere the federal govern- 
ment chooses to enforce their own Uniform Federal Standards. This section also includes 
sidewalks. This means that public sidewalks are also regulated and must comply mth OSN 
ACS requirements. 

(2) AU buildings. structures and facilities, occupied 50 pacent or more, which are leased. 
rented, conmud, sublet or h i  for periods in excess of two yeas by any municipal 
county, or state division of govtrnmtnt. or by a special district. The detcrmjnation as to 
whether the building, structure or facility is occupied 50 percent ar more shall be based 
u p  the usable floor area as defined in this code. 

(3) All publicly funded living accommodations. 

(4) AU publicly funded buildings used for one or two family dwelling unit purposes shall 
conform to the provisions applicable to living accommodations. 

@ InMp~htim This section requires State College housing. City or County owned housing to comply with I the applicable sections of OSAIACS requirements on living accommodations. Remember 
this whole section is talking about Publicly Funded only. 

(5) AU existing publicly fimded buildings and facilities when altaatias, s t r u d  repairs or 
additions are made to such buildings or facilities. IXs rtquinmcnt shall apply only to the 
arta of spccific altQafim, srrucarral rqmk a additim and shall inclu& thost areas listed 
below: 

a. A primary atranct to the building or facility and tht primary path of mvel to 
the specific area of altaatiioa, strucnwl npair or addition. 

b. Sanitary tadlitics, drinking fountains and public telephones serving the area 

Interpretation Existing ekiings - very important 
T h i  is the section that details the extent to which an existing building must comply if an 
addition, alteration or repair is made. Full compliance in an existing building incorporates 
the following work mly: 
1. The area of remodel must comply. 
2. A path of travel to the remodeled area muat comply and 
3. Mraoms,  telephones and drinking fountains serving the remodeled area must comply. 

These requirements apply to all remodeling jobs regardless of the valuation of the job. 
Please notice that this section requires a primary path of travel to be made accessible. 
OSA - AC interprets this to mean a single path of travel. One only. In the case of a high 
rise building this would mean one elevator only and would not include any stairs as PaR 
of the path of travel requirements. 

Path of travel incorporates all elements necessary to provide access to the remodeled area 



Sec. I IOA (b) 9 A 

A; Grab bar backing (Sections 51 1.l(a)9 and l214.l(d)5, Exception]; 

B. 32-inch clear door and interior opening width [Sections 1214.1(a)2.3304(i. 1)2 B. 3304(i. 1)2 
C, 3304(m)2 and 3304(n); 

C. Lever hardware [Section 3304(c)4]; 

D. Door buzzer, bell or chime [Section 1214.l(b)SJ; 

E. l&inch clear space by door [Sections 1214.l(d)l and 3304(i)2 B]; 

F. Minimum 15-inch water closet seat height [Section 12 14.1 (d)5, Exception 41; 

C. Electrical rcceptack outlet height [Scaion 210-me)]; 

H. Light switch height [Section 380-8(c)]; 

I. Faucet controls [Swim 1504(c)]; 

J. Water closet. bathtub and lavatory minimum space requirements an applicable to one 
bathroom only in apartment house dwelling units containing multiple bathrooms [Sections 
51 l.l(b)lA, 1214.1(d)3 and 1214.1(d)4,1504(a), Exception]; 

K. Path of travel from parking facility to dwelling unit [Sections 417,3325(a), 3325(b) without 
Exception 1,3326(a) & @)I; 

L. Effective July 1.1990, base cabinets directly under kitchen sink counter area, including 
toeboard and shelving, shall be removable to provide clearance for a wheelchair. 

F i e d  flooring shall be as specifred in Section 1214.1@)3. 

NOTES: 1. Path of travel as used in this section shall not be construed as quaking the in- 
stallation of an elemtor or special chair lifS however, when an elevator serves a parking level 
and om or m o ~  levels conraining dwelling units, the &valor en- shall be accessible to 
the disabled community. 

2. Path of travel as used in this section shall apply to walks, sidewalks and ramps seming 
ground floor primary entrances to dwelling units having a total occupant load of 30 or less. 

EXCEPTION I: Whcn a primary entrance being served is located more than 30 inches 
above grade. 
EXCEPTION 2: When a path of tnwd would be located on a slope of greater than 15 
pacent ~atu.d grade- 
EXCEITION 3: When site constraints & not pamit adequate space to allow for the in- 
stallation, if necessary, of a 1:12 ramp 

10. HCDI2-Depamnenf of Housing and Community Development. 
Applicatior&P~maz~~nt buildings and accessory buildings in mobile home parks and special 
F-UpancY parks. 
Edfofcing Agency--Local building depamnent or the Department of Housing and Community 
dkcioprnen~ 
Authority Cited-Health and Safety Code Scctions 17003 5 and 18300. 
Refereace-Health and Safety Code Scctions 18000 through 18700. 

1 I. OSMAC-Acccss Compli ie ,  OMce d the Strrtc Architect. 

General To assun that barria-free design is incorporated in all buildings. facilities, site work 
and otha improvcmenu to which this code applies to assure that these improvements are 
accessible to and usable by physically disabled pawns. Additions, alterations and structural 
repairs in all buildings and facilities shall comply with these provisions for new buildings, except 
as otherwise provided and specified herein. Tht provisions of thest xegulaci~cl~ shall apply to 
any portable buildings leased a owncd by a school district. and shall also apply to tmporary and 
emergency buildings and facilities. 
A. Applicatioa. Publicly fundui buildings, suu~turcs, sidewalko, curbs and related facilities 



G. Structural Pest Control Board. 
Application - Smctutal pest control. 
Enforcing Agency - Suuctural Pest Conrrd Board 
Authority Cited - Business and Pmfessicms Cock Sectim 8516,8525,8538 and 8674. 
Reference - Business and Professions Code Sections 8516.8538.8674. 

5. CEC - California Energy Commission. 
Application - All occupancies. 
Enforcing Agency - Local budding depamnent a the California Enagy Commission. 
Authority Cited - Public Resources Code Scctions 25402,25924 and 25922. 
Reference - Public Resources Code Sectiau 254U2,25910,25920.25921 and 25922. 

6. DHS - Department of Health Services. 
Application - Where the Depamncnt of Health Savices had adopted this code, it applies only to 
organized camps. 
EXCEPTION 1: Scctioa 1717 applies to laboratory animal quartas. 
EXCEPTION 2: Chaps 90 applies to public swimming pools and o r p h d  camps. 
EXCEPTION 3: Chapta 91 applies to radiation pMection. 
EXCEPTION 4: Chapra 92 applies to commissaries saving mobile food preparation vehicks. 
EXCEPTION 5: Chapta 93 applies to wild animal quarantine facilities. 
Enforcing Agency - The Department of Health Services and the local health offica. 
Authority Cited - Health and Safety Code Sections 102.#)8,436.50,18897.2.24102,25811, 
25990.5 and 27502. 
Reference - Health and Safety Code Sections 102,208,436.50,188972.24102,25811, 
25990.5 and 2779 1. 

7. DOE - Department of Education. 
Application - Facilities for exceptional children. 
Enforcing Agency - Bureau of School Planning, Department of Education. 
Authority Cited - Education Codc Section 56100. 
Reference - Education Code Section 56100. 

8. DOT - Department of Transportation. 
Application - Quarters for highway relocation assistance. 
Enforcing Agency - Department of Trazlsportation. 
Authority Cited - Govanmeat Code Section 7267.8. 
Reference - Government Code Section 7267.8. 

9. HCD 1--Department of Housing and Community Development. 

Applicatio..Uotcls, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses, dwellings, employee busing 
and factory-built housing. 

Access and adaptability nquiremcnts for the physically handicapped shall apply to all privately 
funded aparmrent houses of five a more dwelling units when an applicatim for a building 
pennit is subm@cd after the effective date of these rcgulariol~s within a W agarcy. These 
reguladoas&papplytocondormnnrm . . s co-ops and a m  ~ U S S  

NOTE: Fa specific quiremenu, see Chapters 5.12 and 33. 

To determine the totai n u m b  of dwelling units a81CCtCd by these ngulations, the total n u m k  of 
aparancnt housts on a building site shall be coasidcrad as one building. 

NOTE: For exceptions relating to aaes and adaptability req-ts for the physically 
handicapped see Section 1214.l(b), Exccptioa 3. 'Ibe access and adapabiity nquinfnents shall 
apply to not less than the following numbet of apartmeat house dwelling units on a building site: 
5 through20-one unit 
2 1 and over - one, plus one f a  each additional 20 units or fractional portion thwcof. 
All otha apartment house dwelling units on primatycntrancc f loo~s  and other floors above or 
below the pimaryentrance floor saved by ramp. elevator a special lift shall be made to comply 
with the following rcquirunents 



1. ACR - Department of Food and Agriculture. 
Application - Dairies and places of meat inspection. 
Enforcing Agency - Department of Food and Agriculture. 
Authority Cited - Agriculture Code Sections 18735,19384,3348 1 and 3373 1. 
Reference - Agicultmc Code Sections 18735,19384,33481 and 33731. 

2. BOC - Board of Corrcctioas. 
Application - Local detention facilities. 
Enforcing A g ~ y  - B d  of C m t i o n ~ .  
Authority Cited - Penal Codc Section 6030. 
Reference - Peal Codc !kction 6030. 

3. BSC - State Buikfina Standards Commission. 
Application - State bddings (ail occupancies) including buildings conswted by the Tmtets 
of the California State Univasities and Colleges and the Regents of the University of California 
whae no state agency has the aurhority to adopt buiMing standards applicable to such buildings. 
Enforcing Agcncy - State or local agcncy specified by the applicable provisions of law. 
Authority Cited - Health and Safety Code Section 18934.5. 
Reference - Health and Safety Codc Sections 18901 through 18949. 

4. CA - Department d Consumer Maim. 
A. Board of Barber Examiners. 

Apvlication - Barber show. 
F&cing Agency - st& or local a g a y  specified by applicable provis'ins of law. t 

Authority Cited - Business and Professions Code Section 6508. 
~ e f e d  - Business and Professions Code Sections 6549,6549.1,6549.6,6586.5,6588, 
6590.6591 and 6593. 

B. Board d Cosmetology. 
Application - Schod of Cosmetology and Elecmlogy. 
Enforcing Agetlcy - State or local ageacy specified by applicabk provisions of law. 
Authority Cited - Business and Professions Code Secrim 73 10.731 1 and 7384. 
Reference -Business and Professions Code Sections 7310,7311,7384.5,7384.6,7391.5, 
7393,7395.74 1 1 and 743 1. 

C. Board d Funeral Directors 
Application - Funeral homes. 
Enforcing Agency - State ar local agency specified by applicabk provisions of law. - Authority Citcd - Business and Professions Code Sections 7606 and 7740. 
Reference -Business and Professions Code Sections 7606 and 7740. 

D. Board of Medical Quality Assurance; Acupuncture Examining Committee. 
Application - Acuprnchln offices 
Enforcing Agency - State or local agency specified by applicable provisions of law. 
Authority Cited - Business and Professions Code Section 4933. 

';Rsferencc - Business and Rofessions Code Section 4955. 
E, Board of Warmacy. 

Application - Pharmacies. 
Enforcing Agency - State or local agexy specified by applicable provisions of law. 
Authority Cited - Business and RofcsSions Code Sectim 4008. 
Reference - Business aad Professions Code Sections 4008 and 408 1. 

F. Board of Examiners in Veterinary Medidnc 
Application - Veterinary facilities. 
Enforcing Agemcy - State or local agency specifled by applicabk provisions of law. 
Authority Cited - Business and Rofessiom Code Sectim 4808. 
Reference - Busintss and Fmfessions Code Section 4854. 



Sec. l lOA (b) continued 

Interpretation If I'm dohg a 8-2 (office) or an R-1 (apartment) or whatever, where does it tell me which 
regulations apply? 

To determine whch regulations apply to a 8-2 (office) or an R-1 (apartment) or any other 
occupancy, you must use and understand the application section. The very first place you 
always refer to in part 2 (The compiled California Building CodeRln~forrn Building Code) is 
the application section. This section explains which state agencies have authonty wer which 
specific occupancies. It may be that several state regulatory agenctes have authonty over 
a spec~fic occupancy, such as an office, therefore you would need to adhere to all of thew 
requirements. 
The application sectlon contarns the scope or parameter of application of the code prov~sions 
adopted by each agency. in other words which kinds of buildings and specific types of 
regulations an agency has the authority to control. In addition. it explains who IS charged 
with the enforcement of the agency's regulations. and the specific statutory authority of each 
agency to adopt and enforce such provisions. A simple example would be the application 
of the state regulatory authority for housing. Housing and Community Development (H8CD). 
Under Section 110 (b) 9, there's a list of those occupancies that H8CD has legislat~ve 
authority to govern. The list is as follows: Hotels. motels and apartment houses. employee 
housing, lodging houses, dwellings and factory built housing. 
Section 110 (b) 9 is therefore stating that the application of regulations written by H&CD is 
confined to those occupancies enumerated in that list. You would never apply regulations 
written by HBCD to a commercial building such as an office (8-2) nor does HBCD have any 
authority to author such regulations. In the case of the Accessibility Regulations adopted by 
the Office of the State Architect (OSA), the application section is 1 1OA (b) 11, it takes two 
pages to complete the description of which buildings require access. 
Once you understand the application of regulations by astate agency you then need to know 
which regulations within any specific chapter belong to the agency in question. This is 
accomplished by means of the matrix adoption tables found in the appendix of the compiled 
codes. 
So it takes a combination of the application section plus the matrix adoption tables found in 
the appendices of the compiled codes to identify which regulations make up the require- 
ments for a specific occupancy such as the 8-2 office example. 
The point:l guess, is that building codes and especially compiled codes only work by 
capturing the big picture - you cannot read them on a sentence-by-sentence basis and 
expect to get an accurate picture of the code requirement 
Below is a typical matrix adoption table. It identifies the parts of the chapter that have been 
adopted or changed by the State Agency in question. In the case of the Office of the State 
Architect Access Compliance Section (OWACS) those chapters marked with an 'x' under 
the column heading OSAlAC are the regulations we are concerned with. OWAC knd OSAI 
ACS are one in thesame! 



See. 103A continued 

Legislauve mandates to adopt regulations by varlous regulatory agenaes. and the adopt~on I processes are consistent for all state agencies and for all parts of Tide 24. 

(b) Effective Date. Datc of publication, or as othenwise noted herein. W 

Non Building Regulations 
Sec  108A. 

Requirements contained in the UBC, or in any other referenced standad, code or document which 
are not building standards as dehncd in Section 18912, Health and Safety Code, shall not be cm- 
sauedasaptof theprovisionsof thiscode. 

For the applicability of regulations relating to main-. operation. use, limitations or prohibitions, 
and similar non building nguiations, see other Titles of thc California Code of Regulations. 

Interpretation What's the point here? 
The point of lhis section is that Part 2 of Title 24 may contain only building regulations, nothing 
else. For example, it may not have appeals processes or administrative regulations, etc. 
These types of regulations will go in other titles. (Note: The State Building Standards 
Commission plans to create a new part 1, containing regulations for administering t h p  
building regulations in the near future.) 
Title 24 is one of 25 tides that make up the California Code of Regulations. These 25 tides 
comprise all regulations of state agencies that write regulations. Each adopting agency has 
a title in which to place its particular regulations. You may be familiar with some of these. The 
State Fire Marshal has regulations ir, Title 19. Cal-OSHA has theirs in Title 8. Housing and 
Community Development have theirs in Title 25 and so on. In the past building regulations 
have been allowed in these various titles. However, at present all building regulations must 

a 
be in one location; Title 24. So we have Title 24, a cdlection of many adopting agencies' 
building regulations under a single cover. And now parts two through five are published as 
compiled codes, combining these Title 24 parts with the model codes. 8 

Order of Precedence 
sec 10% 
(a) General. In the event of any di f fmes  between these building standards and the standard reference 

documents, the text of these building standards shall govan. Whcn a specific provision varies from 
a general provision. the specific provision shall apply. * 

0) Fire Cades. Nothing in thesc building standards shall diminish the requirements of h e  State Fire 
Marsf&. 

Application 
Sec l l O k  
(a) Vtsttng Authority. Whar adapted by a state ageacy, the p'ovisions of these tegulations shall be 

e n f d  by the appropriate enforcing agency. but oniy to the extent of authority ~ t c d  to such 
agency by the sate k- 

@) Responsibility d Agencies The agmcia listed in the matrix adoption tables in the index and 
refenme guide listed far each chapter of this code; the spccitic scope o f  application of the agency 
rs~ponsibk for enforcement and the qxdjc semtay authority of each agency to adopt and enforce 
such provisions or building standards of this Code. unless other statutory authority is spacifically 
cited under a spccik matrix adoption table are as follows: 

5 



Interpretation format. with italic for State language and regular text for UBC language. 
part 6 isa miscellaneous grouping of regulations and 1s to be elimmated. Part 7 IS rhe elevator 
safety regulauons and Part 8 LS the State Historical Building Code. Parts 9 through 11 are 
reserved for future use. Part 12 is the State Referenced Standards Code. 
Section numbers within the regulations were formerly preceded mth a prefix vhich identified 
the part. For example 2-100 designated that you were looking at Part 2. In the compded codes 
the prefix has been eliminated. H 

Purpose 
Sec 102A. 
(a) Standards. To provide minimum standards to safeguard tife or limb, health, piopaty and public 

welfare, and by regulating and controlling the deign, cummctim, quality of materials, use and 
occupancy, location and maintenance of all buildings and strucauts within the scope of this Code. 

(b) Incorporation. To assun that barrier free design is incaporated in a11 buildings, facilities, site work 
and other developments to which this Code applies to assure that they arc accessible to, and usable 
by, physically handicapped persons. 

Scope 
Sec. 103A. 
(a) Application. The provisions of these building standards shall apply to the construction, altaation, 

moving, demolition, =pair and use of any buikiing a smmm within the authority of any state 
agency. These building srandards shall not apply to work located primarily in a public way, public 
utility towers and poles, or mtchanicat equipment not specifically regulated in these building stan- 

This section seems to say that these regulations do not apply to work lccated in the public 
right-of-way, what about sidewalks? 
What this section means is that these regulations do not applyto work in the public way except 
where specifically regulated; and there are several areas that are specifically regulated such 
as curb ramps in public sidewalks. 

What b the scope of these regulatiocrs? 
This is part 2 of Title 24. And it enco- basically the same subiect material as Che 
uniform Building Code. In general the r&ula!iom in 1itlG 24 are a d d i i  orchGges to the 
model codes as deemed necessary bythevarious state regulgtory agenciesto fulfill their role 
as mandated by the legislature. As an example, when the legislature perceived a need to 
p r o v i d s . i b i l i t y  to the d i e d ,  they passed a law requiring the development of 

to do just that. Thus W A C S  (Office of the State Architect/Access Compliance 
Section ""y was given the responsibility to write regulations governing accessibility. and the 
regulations that are developed become part of Title 24. If the Uniform Building Code had 
incorporated all the regulations necessary to cany out the IegEslative intent OWACS could 
have just adopted those parts of the Unifonn Building Code by reference and the job would 
have been done. However, since the legislature went well beyorrd the scope developed in 
the Uniform Building Code. it was up to the adopting agency. W A C S ,  to write additional 
regulations or changes to existing Uniform Building Code requirements to fullill the mandate 
of the Legislature. 
In some cases OWACS adopted existing portbm of the Uniform Building Code. in some 
cases they modified the Uniform Building Code requirements and in other cases they added 
to or deleted fromthe Un i fm Building Code requirements. In order to unravel this procedure 
you must read all of this application section which explains how to use Title 24 and the 
compiled model codes. 



Chapter I A 

TITLE, SCOPE AND GENERAL 
NOT& Sea W . M x  Adoption Appendix 

Sec 101A. 
The provisions contained in this part shall be lmwn as the Califonria Building Code of the (Corn- 
piled) C a l i f . .  Building Scaadardo Code as &fined in Section 18910. Health and Safcty Cock, may 
be cited as such and are refezred to bacafvr as "these regulations" a "these building suurdanis" a 
"this Cock" 

W h l  do you mean by 'this part7 
You are looking at Part 2 of Title 24. Presentiy there are 12 parts that make up Title 24. Part 
I is the administrative section for use by the group that is in charge of Title 24. the Building 
Standards Commission. 

Parts 2 3.4 and 5 are those sectionsthat must interactwith the model codes. State regulatory 
agencies sametimes modify the model codes to carry out a iegidative mandate. This is done 
in parts 2 through 5. The forma! of these parts has therefore been arranged to appear just 
like the model code counterpart Part 2 is formatted like the Uniform Building Code, Part 3 
is like the National Electrical Code. Part 4 is like the Uniform Mechanii Code. and Part 5 is 
like the Uniform Plumbing Code. In fact these parts are now available as compiled 
publications. joining the model code with the state counterpart, distributed by the model 
code organizations and published as single documents. These new compiled documents 
will now be commonly r e f e d  to as the California Building Code (also known as part 2 of Tie 
24). The California Electrical Code (also known as part 3 of Tide 24). The Cahfomia 
Mechanical Code (also known as pert 4 d Title 24) and The California Plumbing Code (also 
krown as part 5 of m e  24). 

These new compiled cod& win be published with w h i  pages for the model code language, 
andcoloredpagc#rforthestatelenguage.OIIanygivencoloredpageof~language. 
there may be produced both state language end model code language. To differentiate 
between the two, they will be produced in different text types. State language will be 
produced in italics style text, model code language will be produced in regular text type. For 
purposes of this Interpretive Manual, we havechoaefl notto reproduce the italiiregular text 
scheme of Title 24. Virtually all of the access regulations are State language, and would 
therefore have to be reproduced in italic, which is much less readable than regular text. The 
exception to this is Chapter 4. Definitions. This chapter has been reproduced in Title 24 
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Chapter 72 
Protective Signaling Systems 

Section 7203 
Protective Sigruling System8 

1 ) Types of Devices ...................... ................... ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... .... 1 43 
Section 7204 
b1.m 

1) Emergency Warning Systems ...............................................................,...................... 143 
2) Hotel. Motel and Dormitory Requirements ........ .... . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .... . .. .. . .. .... 143 

PART 3 
Electrical Requirements For The Handicapped 

Section 3-210 
Branch Ctrcuits 

1) Receptacle Outlet Installation Heights ........................................................................... 147 

Section 3-380 
Switches 

1) Switch Accessibility and Grouping ............................................................................... 1qf 

Article 760 
Fire Protection Signaling Systems 

1) Height of Stations ........................................................................................................... 148 

PART 5 
Chapter 1 S 
Plumbing Requirements For Accommodation Of The Physically 
Handicapped Persons 

1) General ........................................................................................................................ 151 
2) Water Cbsets ........................................................................................... . ......... ........ 152 
3) Urinals ............................................................................................................................ 152 
4) Lavatories ................................................................................................................... 1 5 2  
5) Showers ........................................................................................................................ 153 

,.. 6) Bathtubs ........................................................................................................................ 154 
7) Drinking Fountains ......................................... .. ........ . ..... .. .. . .. ..... .. ............... ...... . .. . . . .. .. .. .. 154 

APPENWES. ......................................................................................................... 1% 
Adoptid Tabla ....................................................................... APPENDIX A 

1988 R.qulation Churgos 
List of Recent Changes to OSNACS Regulations ................................................ APPENDIX B 



110 A (b) 14 continued 

Chapta 5 - Sections 51 1. Na), (b) and (c); 51 l.l(d) 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10; 522(a) 
Chapta 10 - Section 1012 
Entire state Chapta 71 - Site development requirements for handicapped accessibility 
OSHPD Single Story, Type V Skilled Nursing or Intermediateare Facilities utilizing wood- + 

Frame a light steel-frame consauction shall cnforce the U.B.C. except for those sections as 
amended or adapted by the California Codc of Regulations, Title 24, for these facilities. 

Application - High-rise buildings. Assembly, educational, institutional, occupancies. AU 
buildings auxiliary or accessory to an assembly, educational a institutional occupancy. Organ- 
ized camps. State-owned or occupied buildings, including state colleges and universities. Tents, 
awnings or otha fabric enclosures used in connection with any occupancy. Residential can 
homes and facilities, R Occupancies (existing and new hotels. motels, aparunent houses, large- 
family day- homes and new dwellings). 

Institutional occupancies constructed within the parameters of the Hospital Seismic Safety Act of 
1983 (Health and Safety Codc, Sections 15000--15095) shall comply with alI provisions of the 
California Building Codc relating to institutional occupancies and any type of occupancy which 
is an accessory use as adopted by the following: 
Office of the State Fin Marshal 
Office of the State ArchitectCtrucaual Safety Section 
Offxe of the State Architect-Access Compliance Section 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development v 

Enforcing Agency - Local fue authority. State Fin Marshal whae no local fue authority exists 
or where State Firt Marshal assumes jtpisdiction by request of the local fue authority; state- 
owned or occupied buildings. 

Authority Cited- Health and Safety Code Sections 13108,13116,13143,13143.6,13211, 
17920.7,179'21 and 18897.3. 

Reference - Health and Safety Code Sections 13100 through 13146.5.13210 through 13216, 
17920.7.17921 and 188% through 18897.7. 

16. SHB - State Historical Buildings Code Advisory Board, Office of the State Architect. 
Application - Quatifled historical buildings and s t ~ c ~ l r t s  and their associated sites. 
Enforcing Agency - State or local agency specified by the applicable provisions of law. 
Authority Cited - Health and Safety Code Scction 18959.5. 
Refer- - Health and Safcty Cock Sections 18950 through 18%1. 

17. YA - Department of Youth Authority. 
Application -Juvenile halls. 
Enforcing Agarcy - Department of Youth Authority. 
Authority Cited - Welfare and institutions Codc Sections 210 and 1712. 
Reference - Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 210 and 1712.1. 

L. 

Format 
Sec. lllG 

This part hdamcatalty adopts the UBC by refecnm on a chapter by chapter basis. Such is 
reflected in tke adqrtioa taWc of each c h a w  of dtis psn Whar the adophn table of a chapza of 
~partmalrtsnonf~maspacificchltpocTOftbCUBC,SUCh~oftht~C~~~ 
as a portion of this Coda 

NOTE: See notice page f a  wrphation of model code yean in all adopti~11 E a b h  

I n $ ~ ~ t a ~ ~  What Fomfl 

I Yes, there is a format. The format of The California Building Code, (also known as part 2 - 
you're reading part of it right now), is just like UBC. That is. similar information k in the like 
numbered sections of Title 24 and UBC. Example: doors. corridors. stairs are in Chapter 33 
of Title 24 and are in Chapter 33 of UBC. Occupancy chapters are 6 through 12 in Title 24. 

1s 



/ and they are found in Chapters 6 through 12 of the Un~form Bullding Code. With the 
publ~cation of the compiled codes. these sections will be integrated into one document and 
where model code language 1s repeated on the colored state pages (and inserted into the 
model code) the type style will be regular for the model code language and italic style type 
for state language. 
The mix of, or interface of regulations between UBC and Title 24 is explained by reading all 
of this chapter. If you really want to understand The State Building Codes you must read all 
of Chapter 1 of this manual. It's the only way to get the big picture, and it 1s a very big picture. 

Validity 
sec. 112A. 

If any chapter* section, substction, stntulce, clause, or phrase of this Code is for any reason held to 
be unconstitutional. contrary to statute, exceeding the authority of the State as stipulated by statutes, 
or othcrwisc inopetativt, such dccision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this 
Code.. 

Standard Reference Documents 
Sec. U3A. 
(a) The codes, standards and publications, aQpted and set forth in this Code, including othcr codes, 

standards and publications r e f d  to thac'm an, by titie and date of publication, hcreby adopted as 
standard reference documents of this Code. 

@) When this Code does not sptcifically cover any subject relating to building design and construction, 
recognized fire-prev~tion engincaing practices shall be employed The National Firc Codes and the 
Fi Protection Handbook of the National Firc Protection Association may be used as authaitative 
guides in determining recognized fire-prevention engineering practices. . 

Effective Date (For OSHA) 
Sec. 114A. 

Regulations herein affecting building standards, apply to any building, or building alteration, or 
building modification f a  which construction is commcnccd after the effective date of the regulations. 
Date of commencement of construction. for the purpose of this section, shall be: 

The advertising date for invitation of bids f a  Statc and local government pjcctS 

The building permit issuance date far other projects. 

Approvals (For OSHA) 
Sec. USA. 
(a) When an approval is required by a CAL-OSHA rcgdatia~, the Division of 0a:upatioaal Safety and 

Health may classify as "Apprweda produas, matcriab, &vices, systems a installatioas that have 
been approved, listed a hbeled as amfcxming to applicable test sandads by Undawrittrs' Labm- 
tories k, Factay Mutual Engineaing, Inc.: US. Bureau of Standards; U.S. Bunau of MbW 
National Institute for 0ccnpatioMi Safety and Heal& or other OSHA acatdited testing Mmmtofh 

. @) The Division of Occupational Sakty and Health may requh proof. in addition 00 that unda (a), that 
the products, mattrials, &vies, systems, or installations wil l  provide regsonable safcty. 

(c) When these ordas q u i n  aa approval of psoducts, mataials, devias, systems a installatim, and 
that approval is not available undet (a). it will be to submit engincuing calculations. 



analysis and other data for each design, model or make. for which an approval is quested. 

NOTE: This means that the product is approved as to design. m g t h .  material, capacity. make and 
modeL It does not mean that each specific item requires an individual approval. 

Interpretation Congratulations! You have now read far enough to be considered an expen in The Caiifornia 
Building Codes. So now that you know ail there is to know about the application and use of 
The State Building Codes, let's do an example and see how much you've learned. Our 
example starts below. 

EXAMPLE I1 
How would you determine the access requirements for an existing privately funded multi- 
story office building that has an elevator and that is going to have a suite remodeled on the 
third floor? What regulations apply if any? 
stop 1 
Our first move is to look at the application section to determine if OWACS has regulations 
pertinent to this case. 
Application Section 110A(b)118(1)g. says 'yes!' privately funded office buildings must be 
accessible. 
s t m p  2 
Here's a run down on what the privately funded section says. 
1 1 OA(b)l 1 is the general section enumerating 0%-AC requirements. 
1 lOA(b)llB is the section devoted to privately funded buildings. 
1 1 OA(b)l 1 B( 1) is a general statement regarding the affected occupancy types. 
1 1 OA(b)l 1 B( 1)g is the specific occupancy type. 

llOA(b)llS(2): States that sanitary facilities are required for the public, clients and 
employees. 
1 1 OA(b)116(3): Requires curb and sidewalk accessibility. 
1 10A(b)llB(4) sets out the requirements for existing buildings. 
1 1 OA(b)l 1 B EXCEPTION No. 1 and No. 2 detail requirements for multi-story privately funded 
buildings. 

stop 3 
Here's what we're looking for. 1 lOA(b)l l B  EXCEPTION No. 1 says multi-storied oftice 
buildings are exempt on upper floors if there is no elevator. In our example, we have an 
elevator so upper floors must comply. 
s t m p  4 
Now let's look at 1 lOA(b)llB4, the existing building requirements. We are refened to 
1 lOA(b)l lAS. 6 and 7, where the requirements are spelled out 

; We are remodeling one suite on an upper floor therefor these sections apply and require: 

i 1. The area -If must compty with the regulations (full compliance). 
2. A single path of travel must comply. that means a primary entrance. corridors. doors. one 
elevator. rampe. and parking must comply with the regulations. All componenEs mc6SWY 
to complete a single path of travel must be made accessible from the arrival site to the area 
of remodel. 

3. S a n i i  facilities. drinking fountains and public phones where provided; only those 
senring the area being remodeled must be made accessible. 

8 
Our next mow is to go to each of the chapters for the specific regulations regarding the work 
contemplated in this building. 
Such as Chapter 6 through 12 for occupancy requirements. 
Chapter 5 for sanitary requirements. 



Sec. l l 5 A  (c) continued 

Interpretation Chapter 33 and 71 for path of travel requirements. 
Chapter 51 for elevator requirements. 
The State Electrical Code (Part 3) for electrical requirements. 
The State Plumbing Code (Part 5) for plumbing requirements. 
If you are using this manual, you will not need to concern yourself mth the adoption tables 
since there is no need to identify OSA-AC requirements. However, the information in this 
chapter can be handy if you ever pick up the compiled California Building Code (Title 241 
UBC) and must find something. 
Well, it's just that simple. You now know the procedures to use, the application section, the 
adoption tables, and the rest of the code. 



Chapter 4 

DEFINITIONS AND 
ABBREVIATIONS 
NO= See U t d x  Adoption Appondlx 

We've made this chapter look just like the chapter in the compiled State Building Code; that 
is, it has all the definitions, not just the ones adopted by OWACS. It also is the only chapter 
in this Interpretive Manual which reproduces the format of the Compiled State Building Code 
to indicate the distinction between State language and UBC language. State language is 
indicated by italic type, and UBC language is indicated by regular type. 
This means that you will need to use the adoption tables in the appendix in order to identify 
which regulations were adopted by and effect Access Compliance. As an example of the 
kind of problem that could develop by not using the adoption tables look at the first exception. 
This exception is not one developed or adopted by the Access Compliance Section and 
therefor has nothing to do with accessibility. You wuld only know this by using the adoption 
tablee and *ldenCfying definitions promulgated by OWACS. As you may remember. the 
adoption tables are in the appendk 

lnbrpw~ These regulations an, meant to provide minimum standards for banier free design. The 

I dimination d physical baniem determh the sccessibility of a building or area 
Notice that this definition is printed in italic type. This indites that it is language written by 
the State, sr, opposed to the previous definition. which was taken directty from UBC, as is 
ind i ied by the fact that it is in regular type. 



(c) ACCESSIBLE LU€ATION is a location which can be reackd by an cmployce standing on tk 
floor, platform. runway or o tkr  permanent working area. 

This definition is alsostate language, but it is notwritten for disabled access. So you still need 
InsrpEhfirn I to look at me adoption tables in the appendix to get the full picture. 

(d) ADDITION is an extension or increase in flm ana cx height of a building a sauctzne. 

(e) ADULT is a person who h a  atta~~ned or ucec& the age of18 )urns. 

@ AGED HOME OR INSTITUTION is a fociliry used for the horcsing qfpcrsonr 6.5 years of age or 
older in need of c m  and mpcNijion [see Dcfinitin, Section 404(a)]. 

fg) AGRICULTURAL BUILDING is a st- designed and consanracd to house farm impkmtne 
hay, grain. poultry, livestock a otha haticultural products. This s t n r t r r n  shall not be a pbct of 
human habitation or a pbcc of employmeat where agricultural poducts ~m poccsscd treated ar 
pxkaged; nor shall it be a place used by drt public. 

(h) AISLE is a circdation path ktwccn objects such as s e a .  fables, merchandise, equipment. dirpbs. 
sheivcs, Itsk, etc. 

Check Chapter 5 for wheelchair maneuvering dimensions and Section 3315.1(a) and (b) for 
lnbrpnbarn I aisle width requirements. Furniture layouts are required to adhere to these requirements. 

(i) AISLE, EMPLOYEE AREAS (as required fa architccPPal acccss'bility) is a space buu as a 
passageway which is atatcd by architccEmal componaro such as walls, fixed cabimeay at fixtuxes 
and not moveable amponarts such as fimibm 

(j) ALLEY is any public way a thoroughfare I e s j  than 16 feet but not lcss d m  10 fect in width which 
has been dedicated or dcedcd to the public for public ust. 

(k) ALTER OR ALTERATXON is any chamgc, addition a modif'icatioa in coastnrtion or occupancy. 

(9 ANSI. Ammn?can National Srcurdardt Irrnituu. 

(m) APARTMENT HOUSE is any building a padm thaeof which contains thnc or m a n  dwelling 
units and, fot the prnposc of this codt, inclpdes nsidcotial condaniniums. 

(n) APPROVED, as to rnacerialp and of cansocrrtioa, &as o~ approral by the Mdbg official as 
the d t  of investigation aad rests conducotd by him, a by reason of acccptbd principles a tests by 
recognized audroritics. tcchnid a sciartific qanimhs. 
Approved means meting the appd ofthe e ~ o m m r n t  agency, except as othtnvke provided by 
statute, when w d  ig wnnection with any system, mtzteriol, tp q f c o ~ ~ ~ ~ t i o n , ~ ~  or a p # W  
as the result qf a'gation a d  test wndvcud by the agency. or by reason of acceprcd principles or L, technical, health, a scicntij2 orga&a&ns a agenck~. rests by Mtional 

NOTE: See H d h  a d  Sajiety Cock Secrion 17921 J fot "appowif' as appkd w hot-plarts. See 
Healrh ond Sqfety Codc Section 179213 for "oppnmd" as applied to low flush water closets. 

(0) APPROVED AGENCY is an cstablisbed and m x @ d  aseocy rcgulsrfy agagpd in coaductiae 
tests or furnishing inspaion savices, when such agency h81r beur m c d  by the building official. 



(r) APPROVED TESTING AGENCY is any agency which is determined by t k  enforcement agency. 
except as otknvise provided by statue. to have adequate personnel and upcnise to cany out t k  
tesring o f sys tw,  m~leriols. rypc t$construct ion~es or appliances. 

(s) AREA. (See "Floor Area.") 

(t) ASSEMBLY BUILDING is a building or portion of a building used or intended to be used for the 
gathering togetha of 50 or mon persons for such plrposes as deliberation. education. insuucticm, 
worship, entatainment, amusernat. drinking, dining a awaiting transportation. 

Any building or sbuctwe or portion thereof d or intendcd to be wed for t k  showing of motion 
picnues when an admission fee is charged and when such building or mucwe is open to tk public 
and has a capacity of 10 or more pcrsonr. 

Notice that in this definition there is a mixture of UBC language and State language indicated 
inBrpE'~m I by the mix of regegu(.r and italic type. 

(u) ATRIUM is an opening through two or more floor levels other than enclosed stairways. elevators. 
hoistways, escalators, plumbing, ektrkal, airconditioning a orhu equipment, which is closed at the 
top and not &fmed as a mall. Floor levels, as used in this definition, do not include balconies within 
assembly occupancies nor mezanines which comply with Section 1716. 

(v) AlTIC STORY is any story immediately &low t k  roof and wholly or partly within t k  roofframing. 
designed, manged or built for brrrincss or storage use. 

(w) AUTOMATIC, as applied to fm protection devices, is a device a system providing an emergency 
function without the necessity of human intervention and activated as a result of a predetemined 
temperatun rise, rate of rise of temperahue a increase in the level of combustion products such as is 
incorporated in an automatic spidder system, automatic fire door, ctc. . 

B 
Sec 403. - 

BALCONY is that portion of the seating space of an assembly mom, the lowest pan of which is 
raised 4 feet or man above thc level of the main flax and shall include the area providing acctss to 
the seating area a saving only as a foya. 

BALCONY, EXTERIOR EXIT. See Section 3301(b). 

BASEMEN' is any floor kvd below the first story in a building, except that a floor level in a 
building having only one floor kvd shall be classifled as a baselnent unless such floor level qualif~es 
as a first smy as dcfurad henin. 

BEDRI&V PERSON mans a person confined to a bed, requiring assistance in mning or unable 
to indcpurdently trOlLFfer to andm bed. and d e  to leave a building unassisted wrdcr emergency 
C O ~ ~ & N .  

BOILER, HIGH-PRESSURE, is a boiler firnrishing steam at prcssurts in excess of 15 pounds p a  
squaninchorBot~~0trattempaahlrc~inexctssof2S(rF,oratpnss~in exccssof 160pounds 
pa square inch 
BOILER, LOW-PRESSURE HOT WATER AND LOW-PRESSURE SlTAM, is a boila 
f h i s h i n g h a w a t a a t ~ n o t c x c e t d j n g  1 6 0 p o u n Q p c r s q ~ a r r i n c h a n d a t t c m ~ ~  
more than WPF. or steam ac pnssurts not mon than 15 pounds per square inch. 
BOILER ROOM is any room containing a sttam or hot-wata boiler. 

BUILDING is any saucaae us to which staic age& huw regdotory power. used or inttndtd for 
mppdng ar shetoering any use oa occupancy, t c o h g  or enclosure of persons. animolc, chortels. 
equipment or property of any kind, and also incluiks smtures w k r k  things may be grown. 



produced. kp t .  handled. stored or disposed of. and all appendages. accessories, apparuta~. appli- 
ances and eqipmens instalIed as a part tkrcof. 

"Building" shall nor include machinery, equipment or appliances installed for )NUUQactwe or 
process pwposcs only, nor shall k include any construction installations which are not a pan oja 
building, any tunnel, mine shajl, highmay or bridge. or inclrrdc any house trailer or vehicle which 
conforms w the Vehicle Code. 

Interpretation There is nothing very unusual in this definition. However, it does point out the fact that State I agencies do have regulatwy power over certain structures in the state as described in detail 
in the application section (Chapter 1). 

(i) BUILDING, EXISTING, is a building erected prior to the adoption of this code, or one for which a 
legal building parnit has been issued. 

(j) BUILDING OFFICIAL is the o f f ~ a  or 0th- designated authority charged with the adminidon 
and enforcement of this code, or his duly authorized representative. 

C 
sec. 404. 
(a) CARE AND SUPERVISION means any one or more of t k  following crcrivities provided by a person 

or facility w m e t  the nee& of t k  clients: 

I .  Assistance in dtessing, grooming, bathing and other prrsonal hygiene. 

2. Assistance with raking medication. 

3. Central storing andlor distribution of medications. 

4. Arrangement of and  stance with mecfical and dental care. 

5. Maintenance of houre rules for t k  protection of clients. 

6. Supervirion of client scMlclcs Md activities. 

7. Maintenance andlor supervision qf client cash resources or property. 

8. Monitoring food itat& or special &u. 
9. Providing basic services required by 4pplicabIe Imv and regulation to be provided by the licensee 

in order w obtain and tdntain a wmmYnify w e  fncility license. 
(b) CAST STONE is a precast building stone manufactured fnrm portland cement concrete and used as a 

trim, venea or fat* on or in buildings a structurw. 
(c) CCR means the Wonricr COdC ofRegulations. 

(dl C E U U U R  CONCRETE is a lightweight product consisring qfportlad cement and selected gar- 
forming chemicals or foaming agents which create homogeneoru voids in the har&ned concreti?. 

(el CENTRAL HEATING PLANT is environmend beating equipmart which directly utilizes fuel to 
generate heat in a medium for distribution by mcans of ducts or pipes to areas otha tfraa thc room or 
space in which the equipment is bcatal 

(0 CHIEF OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT is the head of the fire deparmrcat a his regularly author- 
ized dcputy. 

(g) CHILD OR CHILDREN is a person orpcrsons under the age 4 1 8  years. 

(h) CHILD CARE CENTER means any facility of any capacity other than a large or d1frn.b & 
care homc as &$mi in these regvlcrtions in which kss than 24-hour-pu-doy n o w  e n  
is provided for children in a grow setting. 

22 



(1) COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID. See Fue Code. 

COMMUNITY KTTCHEN is a scpurore room or building in a labor camp used or &ended to be 
used by t k  occtrgaus o f t k  labor camp for cooking or pcpming t k u  own meals. 

Or) CONDOMINIUM, RESIDENTIAL. See "Apamnent House." 
0 CONTROL AREA is a space bounded by not less than a one-hour firt-resistive occupancy separation 

within which the exempted amounts of hazardous materials may be stored, dispensed, handled or 
d 

(m) CORROSIVE is a chemical that caws visible desouctioa of, or irrevasibk alterations in, living 
tissue by chemical action at the site of contact. A chemical is considered to be conosivc if. whar 
tested an the intact skin of albino rabbits by the method desaibed in the U.S. Department of Trans- 
portation in Appendix A to CFR 49 Pan 173, it dcstroys a changes irreversibly the stxucwc of the 
tissue at tbe site of contact fohwing an exposurc period of four hours. 'Ibis term shall not refa to 
actiononinanimatcsurtaces. 

(a) COURT is a spa% open and unobstructed to the sky, 1ocate.d at or above grade level on a lot and 
bo- on h e  or more sides by walls of a building. 

(0) CURB CUT is an inserruption of a curb or a pedcjnirrn way, which separates surfaces that arc 
substunrialiy at t k  same elcyotion 

Inbrpretah'on mars the difference between a curb cut and curb ramp you ask? When the ramp begins 

I at the bottom of or extends through the curb face. it is a curb cut. See the illustrations for 
further clarification. Ramps can be hazardous to the visudly impaired or blind and therefore 
should incorporate tactile grooves for those who use long or white canes. 

(p) CURB RAMP is a sloping pedesaian way, intcnded for ptdrsnicu u@c. which provides access 
between a walk or sidcwaLt to a swface located obow or below an aajacent cwb facc. . 

D 
Sec 405. 
(a) DANGEROUS BUILDINGS CODE is the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Build- 

ings promulgated by the Intanatianal Cont~cr#x of Building Officials, as adopted by this juridic- 
tion. 

(b) DAY CARE shall, for t k  purposes ifthese regrrlations, memean t k  care ofpersons dwing anypcM 
of a 24-bur doy where permanent sleeping accomntOdOciOns are not provided. 

NOTE= ,"Day Care" shall not be construed to preclrcdc the r r ~ c  of cots or mats for napping purposes 
prov&$all cmployecs, atmun&anrs andst~pcrsonnel are wLc and on duty in t k  area where 
Mppin occurs. 

(c) DAY-CARE HOME, URGE FAiUILY is o home licensed in accordance with t k  povijions of 
Heaith & Safety Codc Section 159754, which pclvidcr f&iy day care to 7 to 12 children, inc i l~~~~yc ,  
including childken who reside at t k  home. in the provider's own home. for pcriodr of less than 24 
hoursperday. 

(4 DAY=CARB HOME, SMAU. FAMILY is a home which provides family day uue to six or fewer 
children, including children who rcsidc at the home, in t k  provider's own how. for periods of less 
than 24 burs  per day. 

(e) DEPARTMENT is t k  Deportmc~ of Housing and Communiry DewlOpmU- 

69 DETACHED BEDROOM is a separate accessory structwe, without hitckn or sanitary facilities. 
designed for and intended to be uscd as a sleeping or living facility for one family, to be employed in 
conjunction with a main suucrrvc(s) which incIIdcs kitckn and sanitation facilities. 



(g) DETACHED SINGLE-FAMILY DWELUNG is any sing&-farmarmly dwelling which is separ4tcdfrom 
adjacent property lines by 3 feet or more or is separatedfrom adjacent buildings by 6 feet or m. 

(h) DISABLED. See "Physically Handicapped" 

(i) DIRECTIONAL SIGN is a publicly &played notice which indicates by usc of words or symbols a 
recommended direction or route of travel. 

InbWmtab'm Directional signs are usually used to indicate accessible paths of travel. Signs should be 

I designed to facrlitate reading by the visually disabled. Background contrast and character 
proportion are critical. See Section 522(b) for guidelines for the design and provision of 
directional signs. 

Cj) DISPENSING is the pouting or uansfaring of any mataial fmm a contains, QnL or simiht vcssel, 
whenby vapors, dusts, fumes mists or gases may be h i  to the atmosphere. 

(k) DISPERSAL AREA, SAFE. See S d o a  3323(b). 

O DORMITORY is a room occupied by more than two gutsts. 
(m) DWELLXNG is any building or portion thereof which contains not more than two dwelling units 
(n) DWELLING UNIT is any building or portion thereof which contains living facilities, including 

provisions for sleeping, eating, coding and sanitation, as required by this code, for not more than one 
family. H 

Sec 406. 
(a) EFFICIENCY DWELLING UNlT is a dwelling unit containing only one habitable mom. 

(b) ELECTRICAL CODE is the National Electrical Code promulgated by the National Fm Protection 
Association, as adopted by this jurisdiction. 

(c) ELEVATOR CODE is the safety codc for elevatoff, dumbwaitas, csdauxs and moving walks as 
adopted by this jurisdiction (see Appendix C h a p  51). 

(4 ELEVATOR, PASSENGER See Dejidbn cfmElevator,'' Coljfonj4 Bldlding Codc, Choptct 51, 
California Building Standards Code. 

(el EMERGENCY CONTROL !STATION is an apprOvcd loation on the premises of a Graap Y 
Division 6 Occupancy whae sigaals from anagarcy equipment are received and which is continu- 
ally staffed by trained pasonncl. 

03 ENFORCING A m -  shall mean the &gnated drpnrtment or agency as spccijkd by statute. - 

NOTES: 1. See Section 1 OU. 

2. In determining equiwlent facilitation, consideration shall be givcn w me- tha! providr for tk 
maximtun independence of pasom with physical ctiscrbiticiu whik presenting the kQlt 4- 
injrvy or other iunmd to such ltandcappcd permus or &rs. 

lnteipmtafion What k equivalent faciliotion? That b the $84,000.00 questionl I It was the intent of the authors of these regulations to provide relief from strict literal 
enforcement of these regulations. Much in the same way that the Uniform Building Code 



lnle9f8Qtim allows for alternate materials and methods of construction. Therefore, in the case of findings I of unreasonable hardship equivalent facilitation represents another way of providing 
accessibility. I One example might be the provision of tables for wheelchair palror. in a cocktail lounge in 
lieu of a belly up bar. 

(h) EXISI'ING BUILDINGS. (See "Building, Existing.") 

(0 EXIT. See ~~ 3301@). 

EXIT COURT. Set Section 3301@). 

0 EXIT PASSAGEWAY. See Sectioa 3301@). . 
(a) FABRICATION AREA (fab ana) is an area within a Group H, Division 6 Occupancy in which 

thcre are processes involving hazardous poduction materials and may include ancillary moms at 
anas such as dressing rooms and offices that an dincdy related to the fab area pa;esscs 

(b) FACIUTY (OR FACILlTIES) is a building, saucture, room, site, complex or any portion thereof, * 
that is built, altered, improved or dotelopcd to scrw a p~t~culm purpose. 

(c) FAMILY is an individual or two or mart pasons related by Mood or marriage a a group of not more 
than five persons (excluding savants) who need not be rehud by b W  or maniage living together in 
a dwelling u,& 

(d) FXNAL INSPECTION P U C E .  Any room. contgattnunt or specially prepored open place at which 
final inspection #retained ~(ycossu may be condtrcted in an estabiishment which slaughtering ir 
done. 

(e) FINISH RATING is the rtnc at which t k  combustibk wmteriol &hind tkfinish reacks an average 
tmperaiure rise ofZ8f above ombiciu or an Wvidvd tempercuure rise of325.F above ambient 
as manved on t k  plane of t k  combust& material newest t k  fire w k n  tested in accordance with 
UB.C. Standard No. 43-1. 

0 FIRE ASSEMBLY. Ste Section 4m). 

(8) FIRE CODE is the Uniform Fin Code pomulga,tcdpintly by the W a r n  Fin Chiefs Associatiar 
and the Inrmtational Confaence of Building Officials, as adopted by this jraisdiction. 

Ch) FIRE RESISTANCE OR FIRERESISTME CONSX'RUCIlON is consauction to resist tbe 
spread of fin, dua& of which are specified in this code. - 

(9 FIRE@TARDANT-TREM"I'D WOOD is my wood poduct i m p r q m a i  witb cbcmicals by a 
~ ~ a o d # m c a a s d r a i n g m a n u f a c t r r r e , a n d w h i c h , w h e n ~ i n a c c o t d a n c c w i t h  
UB.C Standard No. 42-1 f a  a pcriod of 30 minutes, shall have a flame sprcsd of not over 25 and 
show no evidence of pgms ive  combustion. In additioa, the flame front shall not progrtss m a t  
than 10- 112 fcet beymi the centa line of the burner at any time during the tcst Mattriafs which may 
be cxposcd to thc wtarha shall pass the -ltrawl weatbaing test and be identified as Extaior type, 
in with U.B.C. Standard No. 25-28. Whtrr mattrial is not d k t i y  exposed to rainfall but 
exposed to high humidity conditions, it shall be subjected to the hyZyoscopic tcst and identified as 
Interior Type A in accordance with U.B.C. Standard NoZ-28 

All marcrials shall bear idtntiflcation showing the fin pafocmance rating thaeof. Such identifica- 
tions shall be issued by an approvtd agency having a savice fa inspection of materials at the factory. 

Fire-retardant-treated wood shall not be construed as "noncombusrible" w i t h  t k  memONng @ 
UB.C. Secrion 415. 



(k) FLOOR AREA is the arca included within the surrounding extnia walls of a building a 
thereof. exclusive of vent shafts and courts. The floor area of a buiiding, or portiocr rhaaof, not 
provided with surrorarding exterior walls shall be thc usable area unda the hakmtal pmjoction of 
the roof or flocr above. 

(0 FLOOR HOLE is any opening in afIoor or plarfonn which ir smaller than a floor opening. 

(m) FWOR OPENING is an opcning in any floor or platform I2 incks or more in tk leas2 horizontai 
dimension. It includes stainoay.fbor openings. ladahway floor openings, hatchways and chute 
froor optnings. 

(n) FOAM PLASllC INSULATION is a piastic which is i n e n t i d y  expanded by the use of a 
foaming a p t  to product a redwed density plastic cocrtaining voids consisting of hollow spheres a 
intercomcued cells disfriited rhmughout the plastic for thamat insulating prnposts and which has a 
densitylcssdran2opormdspercubicfoot 

(0) FOOTING is that portion of the found.011 of a structure which spreads and transnits lqdds chcdy 
to the soil or the piks. 

(p) FRONT OF LOT is the firont boundary line of a lot k#dering on th: stmet and, in the case of a 
canex lot, may be either froatage. 

(q) FULL-TIME CARE shall n r c ~  the atablishment and routine care if persons on an hourly, daily. 
weeHy, monthly, ycmiy or permanent baris, whetkr fop 24 hours per day or less, and wkre  sleeping 
~CCO-N pt& a 

Sec. 408 
(a) GARAGE is a bujlding clr portioa theof in which a motor vdride containing flammable or combus- 

ubleliquidsorgasinits tanltissmrcd,Fepairedorkep 

(b) GARAGE, PRIVATE, is a building or a pation of a building, not mon than 1OOO squerc feet in 
aria in which only mdtor vehicles osed by ttre tcnanu of tbe building a buildings on tfie pranises an 
stooedakept (SeeSactioa 1101.) 

. (c) GARAGE, PUBLIC, is any garage odra than a private garage 

(4 GRAB BAR is a bur for the pvrpose qfbdng grasped by tk htmd for sypport. 

(h) G W  k any p n a ~  hiriag a o c c m g  a n#m f a  living a steeping 



H 
Sec 409. 
(a) HABITABLE SPACE (ROOM) (UBC definition) 
(b) HANDLING (UBC definition) 

(c) HAZARDOUS PRODUCI'ION MATERUL WPM) (UBC definition) 

(4 HAi?ARDOUS SUBSTANCE is a substance which, by reason Mixing expiosive.fkunmabllc. toxic. 
poisonous, corrosive, oxidizing, iwitant or o tkmiw  harmful, is likely to cause injury. 

(e) HEALTH HAZARD (UBC definition) 

(0 HEIGHT OF BUILDING (UBC def~tion) 
(8) HELIPORT (UBC &finition) 

Ch) HELISTOP (UBC &f~tion) 

(0 HIGH-RISE BUILDING. See Section 1807. 

(j) HIGHLY TOXIC MATERIAL (UBC definition) 
(It) HISTORICAL BUILDING. See "Quolijied Hhoricd Building." 

Inbrpratdtiacl Either qualified historical buildings or buildings with significant historical value may utilize 

I alternate methods of accessibility or deviations from these regulations as authorized. See 
Section 522(d) and the State Hitorical Building Code for atternatbee. The State HistoricaJ 
Building Code is Part 8 of Tide 24. a complete e~lanation of dl parts is enumerated in 
Chapter1 ofthidocument. 

O HORIZONTAL EXIT (UBC definition) 

(ID) HOTEL (UBC definition) 

(n) HOT-WATER SUPPLY BOILER (UBC definition) 

(0) HPM SI'ORAGE ROOM (UBC detinitious) . 

(c) IWERNATIONAL SYMBOL OF ACCesSIBILlTY is rlwu symbd adopted by Re- 
.. . 

Intcrl1otio1141.s 11th Wwld Congrcrs far tk pvrpose ofidccrting that bvildiAgs a n d f e  
accessib& to the physically did&d Src Section 522(b) and Figwe No. 54. 

All accessible building entrenccw sre to be identified with this symbol. See the illustration for 
InbmmI c - m ~ .  

(d) IRRITANT (UBC defirritioa) 



K 
Sec 412. 
(a) KICK PLATE is an abrasion-resistant p&e m d  to t k  bottom prtion o f  a door to prevenl a nap 

condidon and protect its svrf4cc. 

Interpretation Wheelchair footrests are often used to push open dorm. Therefore. it is important that an I abrasion resistant kick plate be available and that it be strong enough to take this kind of 
abuse. . 

L 
Sec 413. 
(a) LEVEL AREA is a speced slrrface that does not haw a slope in any dircctwn exceeding 114 inch 

(635 mm) in one foot (304.8 mm)from t k  kriwrucrl(2.083% gradient). 

(b) LIFT, SPECIAL ACCESS. See "Special Access Ljfu". 
(c) LINTEL (UBC definition) 

(d) LIQUID (UBC definition) 

(e) LIQUID =ORAGE ROOM (UBC definition) 

(f) LIQUID STORAGE WAREHOUSE (UBC &finition) 
(g) LISTED AND U X I N G  are tams refaring to equipmat and mao#iais which are shown in a list 

published by an approved testing agellcy. qualified and quipped fa expaimam1 resting and 
maintaining an adequate paiodic inspection of k t  pductions and w b  listing staw that the 
equipment complies with reagnh l  safety standards 

Tkse terms shall also man eqlripnvnt or materials accepted by t k  State Fire MarshaI as conform- 
ing to t k  provisions of t k  State Fire Matshczrs regulations and which are included in a list pub- 
lished by tk State Fire MmshoL 

(h) LIVING ACCOMMODATZONS mans any fwrdcd budding or portion tkreoftioving three or more 
apartments as drfined in this Code or any publicly funded building or portion thered. 

(i) LOADS (UBC definition) 

6) LOBBY is an area not defined as a waiting room at the entrance of a building through which persons 
must pars. . . 

O<) LODGING HOUSE (UBC definition) 

Sec 414. 
(a) MARQUEE (UBC definition) 

Cb) MASONRY (UBC definition) 

(c) MASONRY, SOLID (UBC dcfmitim) 

(dl MECHANICAL CODE (UBC definition) 

(e) MENTALLY RETARDED PERSONS, PROFOUNDLY OR SEYERELYshaII nuan any retarded 
person who is unable to evacuate a building d e d  during em~gency conditions. 

NOTE: T k  determination ar to such incqacity sM1 be made by t k  Director ofthe State D e w  
mew of Public HcaIth or his designated represenzative pwsllont to Section 131313, Health and 



Sqky  code. 

@ MESS HALL is a roam or prrion of a room in a labor camp. otkr than a kitckn or dining m a  in 
a dwelling unit. used or intended to bc used for t k  serving of food. 

(g) MESS HALL KlTCHEN is a room or portion of a room used or i~~cnded to be wed as a kitckn in 
conjunction with a mus hall. 

(h) MEZZANINE OR MEZZANINE FLOOR (UBC definition) 

(9 MOTEL (UBC definition) 

ti) MULTZPLE ACCOMMODATION T O I W  FACIUTY is a room that has more than one sanitary 
firnve, is intcndcd for t k  use of more than one person at a time. and which usdly is provided with 
privacy compupltcnts or screens shielding somcjixnuesfrom view. A brrrhroom serving a hotel 
guest room and a privacy toilet in small mes, a r e s  and SLm'lar locations me not included in this 
category. 

InFerpretatim I Note: See also Section 51 1.1 (a) 7. 11 

N - 
Sec 415. 
(a) NONAMBUUTORY PERSONS m4nrpersons unable to lave a building unusskted vndcr 

emergency conditions. It includu, but is not limited to. persons who depend Ilpon mcchonical aidt 
such as crvtcha. walkas and wkekhairs. 

Except@ the allowances permitted vndrr Section IOOI for f a i l k  6 6  or less capace, irJanu 
SW bchNidctcdaS t W N m r b d m ~ ? y p n ~ ~ ~ .  

(b) NONCOMBUSTIBLE (UBC definition) 

(4 NORMAL sMl mean wt$onn.ng to a panern or stan&ud regadd as wual or typical. m 

0 
Sec 416. 
(a) OCCUPANCY (UBC definition) 

(b) ORIEL WINDOW (UBC definition) 
(c) OWNER (UBC definition) . 



P 
Sec 417. 

PANIC HARDWARE (UBC definition) 

PASSAGE DOOR is a door o tkr  than an udt &or through which persons may traverse. 

PASSENGER ELEVATOR See Dqindion qf Elevator, Chapter 51. Title 24. CCR. 

PATH OF TRAVEL is a passage thus may consist qfwolb and sidcwdks. curb rcrmps and pcdes- 
trim ramps, lobbies and corridors. e ~ o r s ,  o tkr  improved area or a necessq combination 
tkrecf, rhcrr providesfrcc and unobswucud access to and egress fiom a particub area or location, 
for pedestrians andlor wkeichair rum. 

PEDESTRIAN is an individual who mows in walking areas with or mWLthout the use of walking 
assistive devices such as crutches, k g  braces, whee1ckzirs. etc. 

(D PEDESTRIAN &P is a sloping path of travel intended for pedesaian tr@c and as djdrerentiaicd 
from a curb ramp. 

Interpretation a Note: See also Section 3307. 

(g) PEDESTRIAN GRADE SEPARATION is a structure erected o w  or under an obstacle? such a a 
fretway. roadway, street, railroad, stream. etc., and intended primarily f o r p ? d c ~ m ' ~  use. 

(h) PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY (UBC def-ition) 

(i) PEDESTRIAN WAY is a route by which a pedestrian may pars. 

0 PERMANENT shall mean facilities which are intendcd to be used for puiods longer than t h s ~  
designated in this Code under t k  definition of "tenr~orary." 



(k) PE- (UBC defitim) 

(m) PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPEDlP&W%E WlTH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES shall mran in& 
vid& who have impirments, either permanent or temporivy in nature, as follows: 
I .  Impahents  which #ect ambJorion due to cerebral palry, pdiomyrtitis, spinal cord injury, 

amputation, arthtilis, cardiac and pulmonary conditions aiui other conditionr or diseases which 
reduce mobility, inclu&ing aging. 

2. Irrrpainncnts that require t k  use #crutches, canes or wkelchairs. 
3. Total blindness or inyMinncnts Hect iq  sigh to t k  extent that the individual functioning in 

public areas may be insecure or ergosed to &anger. 
4. Dea$ss or karing @raiments that nwy a p s e  an individual to danger or insecurity. 

(n) PLASTIC MATERIALS, APPROVED (UBC definition) 

(0) PLATFORM (UBC definition) 

(p) PLATFORM, UNENCLOSED is a horizontal, generally level and raised sulfnce for speczLcrs, 
p e I f o ~ e s .  displays. re., as cfistingrrijkdfrom "pfatfom" which are enclosed. 

(9) PLUMBING CODE (UBC definition) 

(r) PREPARE mans to s h g k .  cui up, bonc, recut.puct repock, label or relabelfiesh orfrozen pet 
f d  or horsemeat intended for h w ~ n  wc subject to t k  control of t k  Coljfornia Department of - 
Agriculture. 

(s) PRIMARY ENTRANCE shall mean any entrance to a f d t y  which has a slcbstontialflaw of 
pedestrian tr@c to any spec* major function of tk facility. 

(t) PROCESSING FOR USE AS PET FOOD means chilling,ficedng, pocking, repacking or 0tknvi.x 
handling any mat ,  meat food product or mcat by-product, or horsemeat, horsemeat food product, or 
horsemeat by-product destined for tlsc as pcr fwd, 

(u) PROTECTIVE S O C I U A R E  HOME OR FACZUTY is any home or fnciliry for t k  housing of 
any perjon aged I8 through 64 w k n  snch pcrson is r#erred to or placed within such home or faciliry 
for proteqiw social caw and supervisory services by any gmrnnuntal agency, wd shall inclu&, 
but me  not limited to, those conrmonly rcfemd to as "certjfcd f4mily care homes," "outs/-home 
pkacemnr facilities' and "ha@wy horcscr." 

(v) PUBLIC WAY (UBC definition) 

(w) PUBLICLY FUNDED as used in this Code does not inch& I-, grants, guarantees or other 
fhncial assistance provided by a public agency tofi114~:e co~mrcrion, rehabilitation or purciuuc 
of privotciy-owned housing accommOd4diO~, including housing financed &r t k  Cal Vet program 
and o t k r  priv4telpwned buildings. facilities and structures. 

(x) PYROXZLIN PUSTIC is any plastic substance, motcrial, compound, other than celldose &ate 
filnr s o l e  cotton or cellIllose nitrate ar a bau, including ceZIuloidfibcrloid, pyralin, 
viscolo' zylonite and otkr products. materials curd compowrdr by whateur name known. w k n  in 
tk form of blocks, slabs, skets rubes or fabricated shapes. 

Q 
Sec. 418. 
(a) QUALIFIED HISTORICAL BUILDING (OR STRUCTUM) sshall  mu^ any J r n r c t ~ ~  or COIICC- 

tion of structures deemed intprtant to t k  Wry, mcirirccwe or cvlwc qfan area by an appopn- 
arc local or state governmental jwisdicrion. This shall tcclvdG stnuttucs of national, stare or local 
hirtoricd registers or o w  inwntories, such as the National Register qf Historic Places. State 
Historical Landmarks, State Points #Historical Interas. and city or county registers or inventories 
of historicai or archirectdly signjficant sites and places or h d n w k s .  See Section 522(d). 



R 
Sec 419. 
(a) RAMP. See "Pedcsrrian Ramp" or "Cub Ramp." 

(b) REASONABLE PORTION shall mean that segmnt ofa building, facility, area, s p e  or condition 
which would nornually be necessary jf t k  activity tkrein is ro be accessible by t k  kvuiicapped. 

(c) RECOMMEND does not require rrrandmory acceptonce, but ident@es a suggested acrion which 
shall be considered for t k  purpose of providing a greater &tee of accessibiliry to t k  physicaily 
handicapped. 

(d) REMODELING. See "Alter or Alterahn." 

(e) REPAIR (UF3C definitiar) 

V)  RESTRAINT sholl mean t k  physical retention ofa p s o n  within a room, cell or cell block by any 
means; or within t k  exterior wails ofa building by m e w  of&c&d doors inoperub& by t k  person 
restrained. Restrdnf shall dso nuan the physical binding, mapping or simmr& restriction ifany 
person in a chair. walIcr, bed or o tkr  conuivance for t k  pwpse tfdrlibcrately restricting the free 
movement of ambulatory petsons. 

Restraint sholl not be construed w include nonambrJorory persons nor shall it include t k  use o f  
bandage motcrial, strip sketing or other fabrics or materials (soft ties) ued to restrain persons in 
hospital-rypc be& or wkelchairs to prevent injwy. provided an approved method of quick release is 
mointaintd Facilities employing the use of soji ti& howrvcr, siroll be clars$ed as a buildng used 
to house noMmbulatorypersanr. 

(g) RISER is that upright portion of a step in a stair. 

S 
Sec. 420. 
(a) SANITARY F A C I m  is any single unit or a combination of wotcr closets. urinals, lcTvatorics, 

bathtubs or showers, together with the room or space in which they are h o d  

(b) SENSITIZER (UBC definition) 

(c) SERVICE CORRIDOR (UBC def~tion) 
- 

(d) SHAIET (UBC definitiw) 

(e) SHALL (UBC definition) 

Ctl SHOPPING CENTER is one or more salu estabiishnrncs or stores. 

(g) SHOULD. See "Recommend" 

(h) SIDEWALK is o *d pdcmi~n way contiguous to a street vccd by t k  public. See definiriafor 
'Wak"  

(i) SINGLE ACCOMMODATION SANIT.ARY FACILITY is a room that hos not more than one cf 
each type of sanitary~we, is htMdcd for use by oniy one p s o n  at a he, has no partition around 
t k  toilet, and has a door that can be locked on t k  inride by t k  room occupant. 

NOTES: 

1. See Section 51 1 .I (a). 

2. For bathroom serving Group R O c c ~ i e s ,  see Secrion 1214J. 
. 01 SlTE DEVELOPMENT is "on-sire* Md "M-site* work inclvding, but not Iintitcd too 

sidcwaLlt. ramps, curbs, crvb rampso parking fcrciliricr. stairs, pptanring oreas. podro ~ ' 0 ~ ~ ~  
exterior gatkring or assembly areas and raised or depressed paved areas. 






























































































































































































































































































