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INTRODUCTION 

This document is a reprint of all the requirements pertaining to access to 
buildings by the handicapped which are contained in Title 24 of the 
Cal if ornia Administrative Code. The reprinted material is taken from Part 
2, Part 3 and Part 5. 

New regulations that will go into effect September 15, 1984 are marked by 
vertical bars at the page margins. 

Because the reprint contains only those items which were adopted by the 
Office of the State Architect for access by the handicapped, it is not 
necessary to use the adoption tables which are included. They are provided 
only to familiarize you with the use of Title 24. 

This document is being distributed by the Off ice of the State Architect and 
copies may be obtained by writing to: 

Office of the State Architect 
Access Compliance Unit 
1500 5th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 



S P E ' C ~ A L  STANDARDS OF ACCESSIBILITY ----.--- 
CtiAPTERS 2-6 TIIROUGH 2-1 4 

Chapter 2-6 GROUP A OCCUPANCIES 

Adoption Table . 

1 ) Audi toriuns, Assembly Hal 1 s ,  Theaters, 
Etc. 

2 )  Stadiums, Grandstands, Bleachers, 
Etc. 

Fcod Preparations 

4 j  Fel jgious Fac i l i t ies  
Classrooms, Offices 

Chapter 2-2 - GR9UP 3 OCCUPANCIES 

kdcption Tab1 e 

3) Dining, Banquet, Bar Facil i l i e s  

d P u b  7 ) Office Euildincjs, Personal an1 
' e r v i c e  F x i l  i c i e s  

a .  FacS?itfes Covered 

b. Business and. Prcfessional Of f  ices 

c. Sales Fac i l i t i e s  

d .  Check Stands 

e. Personal and Pub1 ic  Service Faci l i t ies  

f .  Pub!ic U t i l i t i e s  

g. Police Department, Law Enforcement, Fire Departme 
and Courtrooms 

2 )  Factories and Warehouses 

3 )  Group E Occupancies Under 50 Occupant Load 



Chapter 2-8 GROUP E OCCUPANCIES 

Adoptjon Table 

1) Educational and Library Faci l i t ies  

a .  Laboratory Rooms . 

b.  Teaching Cubicles, Study Carrels, e t c .  

c. Library General Use Areas 

d .  Book Stacks 

Chapter 2-16 GR3UP T OCCUPANCIES 

Adogtion Table 

1) Medical Type Fac i l i t i e s  

. !Yursing Care Suites 

5 .  Diagnostic a n d  Treatment Areas 

c .  Waiting Areas, Offices, Sanitary Faci l i t ies  

d .  Offices and Suites of Physicians, Dentists, e tc .  

Chspter 2-11 GROUP M OCCUPANCIES 

Ad~ption Table  

1) Park and Recreation Areas 

a .  Campsites 

b .  Beaches, Picnic Areas 

c .  Sanitary Fcc i l i t ies  

d .  BoatDocks 

e .  Parking 

f. Trzi ls ,  Paths 

g. Nature Trails 



2)  Highway Rest Areas 

Chapter 2-12 GROUF 2 OCCUPANCIES 

Adoption Table 

1) Hotels , Motels , Dormi tory Eui l dings or Complexes 

a. Guest Rooms 

b.  Entry k i d t h  

c. Publ i c  Rooms 

d .  Recreational Faci 1 i t i e s  

e.  Kitchens 

2 )  Living Accornniodations 

a .  Parking 

b .  Kitchens 

c. Cour?tertops 

d .  Lower Shelving 

e . Pri mry  Entrance 

f .  Toilet Fac i l i t ies  

g . L i v i n g  Acco~~da t ions  

3)  Publ i cly Funded Dwell i ngs 

4)  Bathroom Requi rements for  Hotel s , Motels, Dormitory 
Buildings and Living Accomodations 

a .  Eathroom Entrance Doorway 

b.  Shower Compartments 

c. Bathtubs 

d .  Water Closets 

e .  Grab bars, Lavatories and Accessories 



Chapter 2-14 -- GROUP D OCCUPANCIES 

Adoption Table 

1) Visual Fire Alarms f o r  Hearing Impaired Persons 

2)  Requirements f o r  Group D .  Occupancies 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF ACCESSIBILITY 
APPLI  CABLETOALL BUILDINGS 

Chapter 2-17 

Adoption Table 
Section 2-1711 Sani t a ry  Faci 1 i t i e s  

I )  General Requirements 

2 )  Separate Fac i l i t i e s  

3 )  Restrooms on Accessible Fl ocrs 

4 )  Restrooms Used By Children 

5 )  Passageways (1nc.l udi n.3 Doorways and Ident i f jca t ion 
Symbol s ) 

6 )  Mgl t i p l e  Acconimodation To i l e t  Rooms 

a .  I l l z s t r a t i o n  

7: Single  P.ccomnodation To i l e t  Rooms 

a .  I1 1 ust ra t ion 

8)  2estrooms i n  Existing Buildings 

a .  I l l u s t r a t i on  

9 ;  Grab Bars 

a .  I l l u s t r a t i on  

10) Toi le t  R x m  Fixtures and Accessories 

1 )  Urinals 



1 2 )  Bsthing Fac i l i t i e s  

a .  Compartment Showers 

b. I1 lus t ra t ion 

13) Lockers 

Section 2-1712 Water FountainslDri nking 

1) Gewral  

2 )  Alcoves 

a .  I l l u s t r a t i on  

S e c t i c v  2-1713 - Telephones 

1) General 

2 )  I%unt icg ideight 

3) 1; g s t i - a t f  ens 

4 )  E q t r i p w ~ t  f o r  K?zri:19 Impaired 

S e c t i a n  2-1715 ---. Li g'lt iiod Cor;tro? Swi t c l e s  

Refewnce t o  Other Sections 

S e c t i c n  2-17?; -- --- Sigqs and Ident i f ica t ion 

1) Icterrtational S y ~ b o l  o f  kcdess ib i l i ty  

a .  I1 l u s ~ ~ a t i o n  

2 )  Brai 1 l e  Symbcls 2nd Lettering 

3)  Entrance Signs 

4 )  Tra f f i c  Con<rol Devices 

S e c t j o n  2-1721 -- Protruding Objects 

1 )  General and Headroom 

a .  I1?us t ra t ion  

Sectjon 2-1722 Are6 F l o ~ r  or Ground Space 

1) Space hezded to Accommodate a Wheelchair 

2 )  Forward a n d  Side Reach 

3) 11'1 ustyations 



Section 2-1723 Hi s t o r i  ca1 Bui 1 dings 

Special Standards f c r  His to r i ca l  Buildings 

Sect ion 2-1752 Floors and Levels 

1) A1 1 Buildings - 

2)  Exceptions 

Chapter  2-33 - STAIRS, EXITS AND OCCUPANT LOADS 

Adoption Table 

Sect ion 2-3303 Entrances 

1) General 

2 )  Door Mat  1 1 1 u s t r ~ t i o n  

Section 2-3302 (Adopted by S t a t e  F i r e  Marshal but not by 
OSA., shown f o r  c l a r i t y  only)  

1 ) Refuge Area 

S e c t i o n  2-3303 -- Doors - 
Types of Locks o r  Latch . 

Width o r  Height 

a .  Door S i ze  ( $ l l u s t r a t i o n )  

b. H'nged Doors 

c .  Pa i r  of Docrs 

6.  Automatic Doors 

e .  Revolving Doors 

Change i n  Floor Levels a t  Doors 

a .  Thresholds ( i l l u s t r a t i o n )  

b. Level f l o o r  o r  laoding 
( i l l u s t r a t i o n )  

Hardware 

Construct ion 

Turns t i l e s  



Secticn 2-3304 - Corridors 

1) Corridor Widths 

2) Corridors Over 200 feet 

3) Illustration 

Section 2-3305 Sta i rways 

1 ) Rcqui r ed  Handrsi 1 s 

n \ 
L /  Handra i  1 Configuration 

a. lilustrations 

3) Striping for Visually Impaired 

4) Treads N~sing and Risers 
a. illustrations 

Section 2-3306 Ramps -.---- 

1) General 

2 )  Width 

3) Slope 

4 )  Landings 
a. I?lustration 

5) Handrails 

5) Surfaces 

7 )  Wheel guides 
a. Iliustration 

Section 2-331 3 - Ai s1 es 

1 ) Continuo~s Sutsface 

2) Craticgs 

3j  Changes ifi Level 

4 )  Level Areas 

Sec t i on  2-3324 --.---- Hazards 

7 ) warning Curbs 

2) Overhangin; Obs.!ructions 
a.  Illustrsticns 



Chapter 2-51 Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalator! 
aTd Moving Walks 

Adoption Table 

Section 2-51 03 Elevator Requirements for the 
Handicapped 
7 

? S i z e  of Cab 

2 )  El e d a  tor Doorways 
a .  Illustrdtion 

3) Call Buttons 

4 )  Car Ca7 1 Signals 
a. I1 1 ustration 

Section 2-5104 - Special Wheelchafr L - i f t s  

7 ) Gmeral r e q ~ i  rcrnents for wheelchair 1 ifts 

C h d p t e r  2-71 ----------- Site Developaent --  Requirements for 
Handicapped Accessibility 

Adcpt izn Table  

Sect ion 2-7101 -.- ---- -- Si t e  Developvent __- and .Gradin$ 

i )  General 

2) Outside Stairways 

Section 2-71 02 Parkix 

1 Formula for Number of Spaces 

2) Space S i x  
a. Illustration 

3) Arrangernsnt c f  Spaces 
a. Illustration 

4 )  Slope of Parking Space 

5) Idmtif ication (Signage) 

6) Parking Structures 

Section 2-7103 Curb I?arp- 

1 )  General 



2) Width 

3) Slope 

4) Border 

5) I1 1 ustrations 

Section 2-71 04 Pedestrian Grade Separations 

1 )  General 

Chapter 2-72 PROTECTIVE SIGNALING SYSTEMS 

Section 2-7203 Si qnal i ng Devices 

Types of Devices 

Section 2-7204 Alarms 

Emergency Warning Systems 

Part 3lArticle 3-21 0-25 Receptacle Outlets 

Instal la t ion Heights 

Part 3lArticle 3-380-8 Switches 

Instal la t ion  Heights 

Part 3lArti cl e 3-760 Fire Protective Si gnal inq Systems 

Instal 1 at ion Heights 130 

Part 5/Article 15 Plumbing Requirements for  the Handicapped 
Handi capped 

General 

Water C1 ose t s  

Urinal s 

Lavatories 

Showers 

Bathtubs 

Drinking Fountains 



chapter 2-1 
ADMINISTRATION 

Change to Read as Follows: 

a Adoption Table No. 2-1A 
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@ T i t l e  
Sec. 2-100- The p rov i s i ons  conta ined i n  t h i s  p a r t  s h a l l  be known 
as t h e  S ta te  Bu i l d i ng  Code o f  the (Compiled) S ta te  B u i l d i n g  Standards 
Code as def ined i n  Sec t ion  18910, Heal th  and Safety  Code, may be c i t e d  
as such and a re  r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r e a f t e r  as "these regu la t i ons "  o r  
" these  b u i l d i n g  standards" o r  " t h i s  Code". 

Purpose 
Sec. 2-101. 
(a) Standards. To p rov ide  minimum standards t o  safeguard l i f e  o r  

1  imb, heal t h y  proper ty ,  and p u b l i c  we l f a re  and by r e g u l a t i n g  and 
c o n t r o l  1  i n g  the design, cons t ruc t ion ,  qua1 i ty o f  ma te r i a l s ,  use and 
occupancy, l o c a t i o n  and maintenance o f  a1 1  bu i l d i ngs  and s t r u c t u r e s  
w i t h i n  the  scope of t h i s  Code. 

(b) Incorpora t ion .  To assure t h a t  b a r r i e r  f ree design i s  
incorpora ted  i n  a l l  bu i l d i ngs ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s i t e  work and o t h e r  
developments t o  which t h i s  Code a p p l i e s  t o  assure t h a t  they a r e  
access ib le  t o ,  and usable by, phys ica l  l y  handicapped persons. 

Scope 
sec. 2-102, 

App l i ca t ion ,  The ~ r o v i s i o n  o f  these b u i l d i n g  standards s h a l l  
a p ~ l y  t o  the cons t ruc t i on ,  a l t e r a t i o n ,  moving, demol i t i on ,  r e p a i r  
and use of any b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  the  a u t h o r i t y  o f  any 
s t a t e  agency. These b u i l d i n g  standards s h a l l  n o t  app ly  t o  work 
l oca ted  p r i m a r i l y  i n  a  publ  i c  way, publ  i c  u t i l i t y  towers and poles 
o r  mechanical equipment no t  s p e c i f i c a l  l y  regulated i n  these b u i l d i n g  
standards. 
NOTE: I t  i s  n o t  t l i e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  sec t i on  t h a t  every e x i s t i n g  
occupancy w i t h i n  t he  scope o f  t h e  S ta te  F i r e  Marshal I s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
manda to r i l y  conform o r  be made t o  conform t o  the new c o n s t r u c t i o n  
requirements r e l a t i v e  t o  f i r e ,  panic  and exp los ion  safety .  
Reasonable .judgment must be exercised by the en fo rc ing  agency i n  t he  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of these b u i l d i n g  standards t o  e x i s t i n g  occupancies. 
E f fec t i ve  Date, The e f f e c t i v e  da te  o f  the  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S ta te  
A r c h i t e c t ' s  handicap a c c e s s i b i l i t y  r egu la t i ons  i n  the  S ta te  B u i l d i n g  
Code, S ta te  E l e c t r i c a l  Code, S ta te  Plumbing Code, and i n  t h e  S ta te  
E leva to r  Cons t ruc t ion  Code s h a l l  be J u l y  1, 1982. 
The e f f e c t i v e  date o f  the O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S ta te  A rch i t ec t ,  S t r u c t u r a l  
Safety Sec t ion 's  r egu la t i ons  i n  Chapters 2-1, 2-4, 2-23, 2-24, 2-25, 
2-26, 2-27, 2-28, 2-29, 2-30, 2-32, 2-37, 2-47, 2-54, and 2-60 i n  the  
S t a t e  B u i l d i n g  Code s h a l l  be on t he  da te  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  
suppl enent. 

Non B u i l d i n g  Regulat ions 
Sec. 2-103- Requirements contained i n  the  UBC, o r  i n  any o t h e r  
re fe renced  standard, code o r  document, which are no t  b u i l d i n g  standards 
as de f ined  i n  Sect ion 18912, Health and Safety  Code s h a l l  n o t  be 
const rued as a  p a r t  of the  p rov is ions  of t h i s  Code. 
For t he  appl i c a b i l  i ty o f  r egu la t i ons  r e l a t i n g  t o  maintenance, operat ion,  
use, 1  i m i t a t i o n s  o r  p r o h i b i t i o n s ,  and s i m i l a r  non b u i l d i n g  regu la t ions ,  see 
o t h e r  T i t l e s  of the Ca1 i f o r n i a  Admin i s t r a t i ve  Code. 

Order of Precedence - 
S ~ C .  2-104. 

a (a) General, I n  t he  event o f  any d i f f e rences  between these 
b u i l d i n g  standards and the  standard re fe rence  docu~en ts ,  t he  t e x t  of 



2-104(a) cont 'd .  

these b u i l d i n g  standards s h a l l  govern. Where a s p e c i f i c  p rov i s ion  
varies from a genera1 prov is ion,  the s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s i o n  sha l l  apply. 

(b) F i r e  Codes. Nothing i n  these bu i l d ing  standards sha l l  d imin ish  
the requirements o f  the  State F i r e  Marshal. 

App l i ca t i on  
Sec. 2-105- Appl icat ion,  
(a) Vesting Author i ty ,  Bui ldings, premises, s i t e s  and s t ruc td res  

w i t h i n  the  scope o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  any S t a t e  adopting agency s h a l l  
be made t o  conform t o  the prov is ions o f  t h i s  Code, bu t  only  t o  the 
extent  the  adopting agency has been granted the  a u t h o r i t y  by the 
State Leg is la tu re  t o  regulate these bu i ld ings ,  premises, s i t e s  and 
s t ruc tures  . 

(b) Respons ib i l i t y  o f  Agencies, The agencies l i s t e d  i n  the 
Adoption Table a t  the  beginning o f  each Chapter o f  t h i s  Code; the  
spec i f i c  scope o f  app l i ca t i on  o f  the Code prov is ions  o r  b u i l d i n g  
standards adopted by each agency; the  en fo rc ing  agency responsible 
for enforcement; and the s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  au thor i ty ,  o f  each 
agency t o  adopt and enforce such prov is ions  o r  b u i l d i n g  standards of 
t h i s  Code, unless other s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c i t e d  
under a spec i f i c  Adoption Table; a r e  as fo l l ows :  
1. AGR--Department of Food and Agr i cu l t u re -  

Appl i ca t i on - -Da i r i es  and places o f  meat inspect ion .  
Enforcing Agency--Department o f  Food and A g r i c u l t u r e .  
Au tho r i t y  Ci ted--Agr icu l ture Code Sections 18735, 19384, 33481 and 

33731. 
Reference--Agriculture Code Sections 18735, 19384, 33481 and 33731. 

2. BOC--Board o f  Correct ions- 
Appl i cation--Local detent ion f a c i l  i t ies .  
Enforc i ng Agency--Boa r d  o f  Correct ions . 
Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Penal Code Sect ion 6030. 
Reference--Penal Code Sect ion 6030. 

3- BSC--Sta t e  B u i l d i n g  Standards Canmission- 
Appl i ca t ion- -Sta te  Bui 1 dings i nc lud ing  bui  1 d ings  constructed by the 

Trustees o f  the C a l i f o r n i a  Sta te  U n i v e r s i t y  and Colleges 
and the Regents o f  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia  where no 
s ta te  agency has the a u t h o r i t y  t o  adopt B u i l d i n g  
Standards app l icab le  t o  such bu i l d ings .  

i n f o r c i  ng Agency--State o r  Local agency s p e c i f i e d  by the appl i c a b l  e 
prov is ions o f  law. 

Au tho r i t y  Cited--Health and Safety Code Sect ion 18934.5. 
Reference--Health and Safety Code Sections 18901 through 18948. 

4- CA --Departnent o f  Consumer A f fa i r s .  S ta te  Board of 
Cosmetol ogy . 
Appl i ca ti on--School s o f  comet01 ogy and e l  e c t r o l  ogy. 
Enforcing Agency--Sta t e  Board o f  Cosmetol ogy. 
Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Business and Professions Code Sections 7310 and 

1311. 

Reference--Business and Professions Code Sect ions 7310 and 7311. 
5. CEC--Ca 1 i f o r n i  a Energy Conani ssion, 

App? i c a t i o n - d l 1  occupancies. 
Enfcrci  ng Agency--Local b u i l d i n g  department o r  t h e  Cal i f o r n i a  Energy 

Commission. 



5. cont 'd .  

Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Pub1 i c Resources Code Sect ions 25402, 25420 and 
25922. 

Reference--Public Resources Code Sect ions 25402, 25910, 25920, 25921 
and 25922. 

DHS-Department of  Heal th  Services - 
Appl ication--Restaurants and r e t a i l  food establ i shments; publ i c  

swimming pools; d r i n k i n g  water suppl ies; san i ta ry  
cont ro l  of she1 l f i s h ;  s a n i t a t i o n  o f  publ i c  beaches; food 
crop and harvest ing; r a d i a t i o n ;  organized camps. 

Enforcing Agency--Local hea l th  en forc ing  agency f o r  a1 1 hea l th  and 
s a n i t a t i o n  requirements; and l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  
department for  a1 1 o t h e r  areas. 

Au tho r i t y  Cited--Health and Safet-y Code Sections 102, 203, 208, 
427.3, 1225, 1276, 1411, 4010.1, 5474.29, 18897.2, 
24102, 25811, 28281, 28282, 28290, 28694.5 and 
28802.5. 

Qeference--Heal t h  and Safety Code Sections 102, 203, 208, 427.3, 
1225, 1276, 1411, 4010.1, 5474.29, 18897.2, 24102, 25811, 
28281, 28282, 28290, 23694.5 and 28802.5. 

DOE--Department of Education, 
Appl i ca t ion- -Fac i l  i t i e s  f o r  except ional ch i l d ren .  
Enforcing Agency--Eureau o f  School Planning, Department o f  Education. 
Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Education Code Sect ion 50100. 
Reference--Education Code Section 56100. 
DOT--Department o f  Transportat ion. 
Appl icat ion--Quarters f o r  highway r e l o c a t i o n  assistance. 
Enforci  ng Agency--Department o f  T ranspor ta t i  on. 
A u t h o r i t y  C i  ted--Government Code Sect ion 7267.8. 
Reference--Government Code Sect ion 7267.8. 
HCD/l--Department of Housing and Carmunity Development- 
Appl icat ion--Hote l  s, motel s, lodg ing  houses, apartment houses, 

dwell ings, employee housing, and fac tory  b u i l t  housing. 
Access and adaptabi l  i t y  requirements fo r  the  physical  l y  
handicapped sha l l  apply t o  a11 p r i v a t e l y  funded 
apartment houses constructed o r  approved f o r  
construct ion a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  date o f  these 
regulat ions , excluding from these regu la t ions  
Condominimuns, Co-ops and Town Houses t h a t  are used f o r  
i nd i v idua l  ownership. The t o t a l  cost  of adaptable/ 
accessi b i  1 i ty standards s h a l l  not  exceed $1000 per 
adaptab le /access ib i l i t y  u n i t  based upon the January 1981 
"ENR US--20 C i t i e s "  average construct ion cos t  index o f  
3372.02 (Engi neer i  ng News Record). 

Enforcing Agency--Local b u i l d i n g  department o r  the Department o f  
Housing and Community Development. 

Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Heal t h  and Safety Code Sections 17003.5, 17921, 
50061.5, 50558, and 50559. 

Reference--Heal t h  and Safety Code Sect ions 17000 through 17060, 
17910 through 17990, 50061.5, 50558, and 50559. 

HCD/2--Department o f  Housing and h u n i  ty Development - 
Ap~l icat ion--Permanent bu i ld ings  and accessory bu i ld ings  i n  mobile 

home parks, and special  occupancy parks. 
Enforc i  ng Agency--Local bui1 ding department o r  the Department of 

Housing and Community Development. 
Aut h o r i  t y  C i  ted--Heal t h and Safety Code Sect ions 17003.5 and 18300. 
Reference--Health and Safety Code Sect ions 18000 through 18700. 
OSA/HC--Handicapped Law Compl iance, O f f  i c e  of the Sta te  

Archi tect .  



2-105(b) 11. cont'd. 

A. Appl ica t i  on--Pub1 icly funded buildings, structures, 
s idewal ks, curbs and re1 a ted facil  i t i  es. 

NOTE: See Government Code, commencins w i t h  Section 4450. 
A1 1 buildings, structures,-  sidewal ks, curbs and 
related f a c i l i t i e s  constructed by the use of the 
State,  county or municipal funds, or the funds of any 
pol i t ical  subdivision of the State. 
All buildings, structures,  and f a c i l i t i e s ,  occupied 
50 percent or more, which are leased, rented, 
contracted, sublet or hired for periods i n  excess of 
two years by any municipal county, or  State division 
of government or by a special d i s t r i c t .  The 
determination as to  whether the b u i l d i n g ,  structure, 
or f a c i l i t y  i s  occupied 50 percent or more shall be 
based upon the usable floor area as defined in the 
UBC. 
All publ icly funded 1 i v i n g  accommodations. 
EXCEPTION: This section shall not apply to any 
living accommodation which prior to  July 1, 1982 qualifies 
for one of the following conditions: 
a. Received a b i n d i n g ,  conditional or prel iminary 

commitment of financing from a funding ent i ty .  
b. Applied for a building permit. 
c. Commenced construction. 

NOTE: For special conditions relating t o  living 
accommodations, see Section 2-1213(b). 

All publicly funded buildings used for  one or two 
family dwelling unit purposes shall conform t o  the 
appropriate provisions appl icable t o 1 iving 
accomrnoda t i  ons . 
A11 existing publ icly funded buildings and f ac i l i t i e s  
when a1 terations,  structural repairs or addi t i  ons are 
made t o  such buildings or f a c i l i t i e s .  This 
requirement shall only apply to  area of specific 
a1 terat ion,  structural repair or addition and shall 
not be construed t o  mean that the en t i r e  structure or 
f a c i l i t y  i s  subject t o  this  Code. Compliance shall 
requ i re : 
a. That a primary entrance to the building or 

f a c i l i t y  and the primary path of travel t o  the 
specific area shall be accessible to and usable by 
handicapped persons. 

b- That sanitary f a c i l i t i e s ,  drinking fountains, and 
pu bl i c  tel ephones servi ng the remodeled area shall 
be accessible t o  and usable by handicapped persons. 

When the total  construction cost of a1 terations, 
structural repairs or additions does not exceed a 
va1 ua t i  on thresh01 d of $50,000, based on January 
1981, "ENR US20 Cities" average construction cost 
index of 3372.02 ( " Engineering News Record " , McGraw 
Hi1 1 Publishing Co.), and the enforcing agency finds 
tha t  compliance with t h i s  code creates an unreasonable 
hardship canpl iance shall be limited to  the actual 
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work of the pro.iect. The enforcing agency shall ,  annually, 
update the valuation threshold to  a current amount based on 
the increase in the index since the l a s t  figure used. 

(7) A1 terations, structural repa i rs or additions 
consisting of one of the following shall be limited to  
the actual work of the project: 
a- Altering one building entrance to meet handicapped 

requi rements . 
u 

b-Altering one existing t o i l e t  fac i l i ty  to meet 
Q) handicapped requirements. 
OI 
d c- A1 tering existing elevators to meet handicapped 

requi rements. 
In d .  A1 tering existing steps to meet handicapped 
H requi rements. ::I e- A1 tering existing handrails to  meet handicapped 

r1.c requi rements. 
u E 
CJ O) EXCEPTION: Projects which consist only of 
aJ L) 

ru a 
heating, ventilating, and a i r  conditioning of existing 

I 
w PI sDace are not alteration projects for the purposes of 
w ~3 handicapped accessibil i ty and shall not be subject t o  

this  code. 
B- Appl ication--Privately funded public accomnodations or 

f a c i l i t i e s .  
NOTE: See Health and Safety Code, commencing with 
Section 19955. 
(1) Any building, structure, f ac i l i t y ,  complex o r  

improved area or portion thereof which i s  used by the 
general public and shall include: 
a, Audi toriums, convention centers and stadiums. 
b. Hospitals, including b u t  n o t  1 irni ted to ,  

hospital s ,  nursing homes, and convalescent homes. 
c. Theaters, restaurants and shopping centers. 
d. Hotels and motels. 
e- Passenger vehicle service stations.  
f .  Offices of physicians and surgeons. 

. g. Office buildings. 
h. Pub1 ic curbs and sidewalks. 

(2) Any sanitary f a c i l i t i e s  which are  made available for 
the public, cl ients,  or employees in such 
accommodations or f a c i l i t i e s .  

(3) Any curb or sidewalk intended for public use that i s  
constructed in t h i s  State with private funds. 

(4) A 1  1 existing privately funded pub1 ic  accommodations 
when a1 terations , structural repairs or additions are 
made to such public accommodations as se t  forth under 
l l A ( 5 ) ,  ( 6 ) ,  and ( 7 )  above. 
EXCEPTION NO. 1: In privately funded multi storied 
passenger vehicle service s tat ions,  shopping centers, 
offices c f  physicians and surgeons, and office buildings, 
subject t o  this code, floors or levels above and below the 
f i r s t  floor or ground level are exempt from these 
requirezents i f  a ramp or elevator i s  not available to 
provide public access to  such floors or levels. 
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EXCEPTION NO, 2: I n  p r i v a t e l y  funded m u l t i  s t o r i e d  
bu i l d ings ,  f l o o r s  o r  l e v e l s  above the  f i r s t  f l o o r  o r  
ground l e v e l  are exempt f r a n  these requirements if a 
reasonable po r t i on  of a1 1  f a c i l  i t i e s  and accommodations 
normal ly sought and used by the  pub1 i c  i n  such a  b u i l d i n g  
a re  accessib le t o  and usable by p h y s i c a l l y  handicapped 
persons. 

C. Enforcing Agency 
(1) By the D i rec to r  of General Services where State funds 

a r e  u t i l i z e d  f o r  any p r o j e c t  o r  where funds of 
count ies, mun ic ipa l i t i es  o r  o the r  p o l i t i c a l  
subdiv is ions are u t i l i z e d  f o r  the cons t ruc t ion  of 
elementary, secondary o r  community co l lege p r o j e c t s .  

(2) By the governing bodies thereof  where funds of 
count ies, m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o r  o the r  pol i t i c a l  
subdiv is ions are u t i l i z e d  except as otherwise provided 
above. 

(3) By the b u i l d i n g  department o f  every c i t y ,  county, o r  
c i t y  and county w i t h i n  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  area o f  i t s  
c i t y ,  county, o r  c i t y  and county, where p r i v a t e  funds 
a re  u t i l i z e d .  "Bu i ld ing  department" means the 
department, bureau, o r  o f f i c e r  charged w i t h  the 
enforcement o f  laws o r  ordinances regu la t i ng  the 
e rec t i on  o r  construct ion,  o r  both t h e  erec t ion  and 
cons t ruc t ion ,  o f  bu i ld ings .  
EXCEPTION: The prov is ions o f  these regu la t i ons  s h a l l  
n o t  apply t o  any por table bu i l d ings  leased o r  owned by a  
school d i s t r i c t  which are no t  used by the  phys i ca l l y  
handicapped and which are otherwise w i t h i n  the  scope of 
t h i s  sec t i on  upon app l i ca t i on  t o  and when s p e c i f i c a l l y  
approved by  the  Department o f  Rehab i l i t a t i on .  

D. Special Condit ions f o r  the Physical l y  Handicapped 
Requi r i n g  Appeal s  Act i o n  R a t i f  ication--Whenever reference 
i s  made i n  these regu la t ions  t o  t h i s  sect ion,  the f i nd ings  
and determinat ions required t o  be rendered by the loca l  
enforc ing agency s h a l l  be subject  t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n  through 
an appeals process. 

E. Author i ty  Cited--Government Code Sect ion 4450. 
F. Reference--Government Code Sections 4450 through 4458 and 

Hea l th  and Safety Code Sections 19955 through 
19959. 

12- OSA/SSS--Structural Safety Section, Office o f  the State 
Architect . 
Appl ication--Pub1 i c elementary and secondary school and community 

c o l l  ege bu i ld ings .  
Enforcing Agency--Structural Safety Section, O f f i c e  o f  the State 

Arch i tec t .  
Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Education Code Sections 39152 and 81142. 
Reference--Education Code Sections 39140 through 39156 and 81130 

through 81 146. 
13- OSHA--0ccupa tional Safety and Heal th Standards Board. 

Appl icat ion--Places o f  employment. 
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Enforc i  ng Agency--Divi s ion  o f  Occupational Safety and Heal th.  
Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Labor Code Sect ion 142.3. 
Reference--Labor Code Sect ion 142.3. 

14- OSH/PD--Off i ce of Stateswide Hea l th  Planning and 
Development . 
Appl i ca t i on - -C l i n i cs  and hea l th  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Enforc ing Agency--Division o f  Fac i l  i t i e s  Development, O f f  i c e  of 

Statewide Heal t h  Planning and Development. 
Au tho r i t y  Cited--Health and Safety Code Sect ions 446.2, 446.3, and 

15020. 
Ref erence--Heal t h  and Safety Code Sections 446.2, 446.3, and 15000 

through 15023. 
15. SFM--Office o f  t he  State F i r e  Marshal. 

Appl icat ion--A1 1 high r i s e  bui1 dings ; assembly, educational and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i ld ings ;  a l l  o ther  occupancies when 
a u x i l i a r y  o r  accessory t o  an assembly, educational o r  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i  l ding; organized camps and State owned 
o r  occupied b u i l  dings i nc lud ing  State col leges and 
un i ve rs i t i es ;  tents,  awnings o r  o ther  f a b r i c  enclosures 
used i n  connection w i t h  any occupancy. 

Enforcing Agency--Local f i r e  au tho r i t y .  S ta te  F i r e  Marshal where no 
l oca l  f i r e  a u t h o r i t y  e x i s t s  and f o r  State owned o r  
occupied bu i ld ings .  

Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Heal t h  and Safety Code Sect ions 13108, 13116, 
13143, 13143.6, 13211, and 18897.3. 

Reference--Health and Safety Code Sections 13100 through 13146.5, 
13210 through 13216 and 18897 through 18897.7. 

16- SHB--State H i s t o r i c a l  Bu i l d ings  Code Advisory Board, O f f i c e  o f  
the Sta te  Archi tect .  

Appl i c a  tion--Qua1 i f i e d  h i s t o r i c a l  bu i ld ings  and s t ruc tures  and t h e i r  
associated s i t e s .  

Enforcing Agency--State o r  l oca l  agency spec i f ied  by the appl i c a b l e  
provisions o f  law. 

Au tho r i t y  C i  ted--Heal t h  and Safety Code Sect ion 18959.5. 
Reference--Health and Safety Code Sections 18950 through 18960. 

17. YA--Department o f  the Youth Author i ty .  
Appl i ca t ion- -Juven i le  ha1 1s. 
Enforcing Agency--Department o f  t he  Youth A u t h o r i t y  . 
Author i ty  C i  ted--We1 fa re  and I n s t i t u t i o n s  Code Sections 210 and 

1712. 
Ref erence--We1 f a r e  and Ins t i  t u t  i ons Code Sect ions 210 and 1712. 

Foma t 
Sec. 2-106. This  p a r t  fundamentally adopts the  UBC by reference on 
a chapter by chapter basis. Such adoption i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the adopt ion 
t a b l e  o f  each chapter o f  t h i s  par t .  When the adoptton tab le  o f  a 
chapter of t h i s  p a r t  makes no reference t o  a spec i f i c  chapter of the  
UBC, such chapter o f  the UBC i s  no t  adopted as a p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  Code. 

V a l i d i t y  
Sec- 2-107. I f  any chapter, sect ion, subsection, sentence, clause 
o r  phrase of t h i s  Code i s  f o r  any reason he ld  t o  be uncons t i t u t i ona l ,  
contrary t o  s ta tu te ,  exceeding the a u t h o r i t y  o f  the  State as s t i p u l a t e d  

a by statutes,  o r  otherwise inoperat ive,  such dec i s ion  s h a l l  no t  a f fec t  
the v a l i d i t y  of the remaining po r t i on  o f  t h i s  Code. 

Standard Reference Documents 



Standard Reference Documents 

Sec. 2-108. 
(a) The codes, standards and pub1 i ca t i ons ,  adopted and s e t  f o r t h  i n  

t h i s  Code, i nc lud ing  o ther  codes, standards and pub l ica t ions  
referred t o  the re in  are, by t i t l e  and date o f  pub l ica t ion ,  
hereby adopted as Standard Reference Documents o f  t h i s  Code. 

(b) When t h i s  Code does no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  cover any sub jec t  r e l a t i n g  
t o  bui1 ding design and construct ion,  recognized f i r e  prevent ion 
engineering p rac t i ces  s h a l l  be employed. The Nat ional  F i r e  . 
Codes and the  F i r e  P ro tec t i on  Handbook o f  the Nat ional  F i r e  
Pro tec t ion  Associat ion may be used as a u t h o r i t a t i v e  guides i n  
determining recognized f i r e  prevent ion engineering pract ices.  

Effect ive Date (For OSHA) 
Sec. 2-109. Regulations here in  a f f e c t i n g  b u i l d i n g  standards, apply 
t o  any bu i ld ing ,  o r  b u i l d i n g  a l t e r a t i o n ,  o r  b u i l d i n g  m o d i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
which cons t ruc t ion  i s  commenced a f t e r  the  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  the 
regulat ions.  Date o f  commencement o f  construct ion,  f o r  t he  purpose o f  
t h i s  sect ion, s h a l l  be: 
(a) The adve r t i s i ng  date f o r  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  b ids  f o r  S ta te  and l oca l  

government p ro jec ts .  
(b) The b u i l d i n g  permi t  issuance date f o r  o ther  p ro jec ts .  

Approvals (For OSHA) 
Sec. 2-110, 
(a) When an approval i s  requi red by a CallOSHA regu la t ion ,  the 

D i v i s i o n  of Occupational Safety and Heal th may c l a s s i f y  as 
"Approved " products, mater ia ls ,  devices, systems, o r  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  have been approved, l i s t e d  o r  labe led  as 
conforming t o  appl  i c a b l  e t e s t  standards by Underwri ters ' 
Laborator ies, Factory Mutual Engineering, Inc., U.S. Bureau of 
Standards, U.S. Bureau o f  Mines, Nat ional I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
Occupational Safety and Heal th ,  o r  o ther  OSHA accredi ted t e s t i n g  
1 abora tor i  es . 

(b)The D iv i s ion  o f  Occupational Safety and Health may requ i re  
proof i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  under (a) t h a t  the  products, 
mater ia ls ,  devices, systems, o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  w i l l  provide 
reasonable safety.  

(c) When these orders r e q u i r e  an approval o f  products, mater ia ls ,  
devices, systems, o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and t h a t  approval i s  no t  
ava i l ab le  under (a ) ,  i t  w i l l  be necessary t o  submit engineering 
ca lcu la t ions ,  s t ress  analys is ,  and o the r  data f o r  each design, 
model, o r  make, f o r  which an approval i s  requested. 
NOTE: This means t h a t  the product i s  approved as t o  design, 
strength, mater ia l ,  capaci ty ,  make, and model. It does n o t  mean 
tha t  each s p e c i f i c  i t em requ i res  an i n d i v i d u a l  approval. 



Chapikr 2-4 
DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

Change to Read as Follows: 
Adoption Table No. 2-4A 

Enti r e  Chapter 
except as noted 
below ............... x . x x x x . x . . . . . . . .  
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2-421 ( a .  1) .......... - - - - - - - - I - - - - - - -  - 

NOTE 1. See Se:tion 2-105 and 2-105 for  explanation of t h i s  Table  

NOTE 2. See State Building Code History Note Appendix. 

Definitions 
A 
Sec. 2-402. 
(a) Accessibility, A c c e s s i b i l i t y  i s  the coinbination o f  var ious 

elements i n  a bu i ld ing  o r  a rea  which allows access, c i r c u l a t i o n  and 
the f u l l  use of the  b u i l d i n g  and f a c i l i t i e s  by t h e  handicapped. 



Definitions 
A 
sec. 2-402. 
(a) Accessibility- Accessibility i s  the combination of various 

elements in a building or  area which allows access, circulation and 
the full use of the building and f a c i l i t i e s  by the handicapped. 

(d) Aisle. Aisle i s  a circulation path between ob.iects such as 
seats,  tables, merchandise, equipment, displays, shel ves, desks, 
etc.  
1. ANSI. American National Standards Inst i tute .  

(e)Assembly Building. Assembly building i s  a building or portion 
of a building used as follows: 
I. Used or intended to be used for the gzthering together of 50 

or more persons for purposes of amusement, entertainment, 
instruction, del iberation, worship, drinking or dining, 
awaiting transportation or education, or;  

2. Any building or structure or portion thereof used or 
intended to be used for the showing of motion pictures when 
an admission fee i s  charged and when such building or 
structure i s  open t o  the public and has a capacity of 10 or 
more persons. 

B 
Sec. 2-403. Building. Building means any structure as to  which 
s ta te  agencies have regulatory power, buil t for support, shel t e r ,  
housing or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels,  equipment or 
property of any kind, and also includes structures,  wherein things may 
be grown, made, produced, kept, handled, stored, or disposed of and a', 1 
appendages, accessories, apparatus, appliances, and equipment installed 
as a part thereof. ' 'Building" shall not include machinery, equipment, 
or appl i ances instal led fo r  manufacture or process purposes only, nor 
shall i t  include any construction installations which are not a part o f  
a building, any tunnel, nine shaft, highway, or bridge, or include any 
house t r a i l e r  or vehicle which conforms t o  the Vehicle Code. 
C 
sec. 2-404. 
(3) CAC. C A C  means the California Administrative Code. 
(c)Curb Cut. Curb cut i s  an interruption of a curb a t  a 

pedestrian way, which separates surfaces that are substantially a t  
the same elevation. 

( d ) C u r b  Ramp. Curb ramp i s  a sloping pedestrian way, intended for 
pedestrian t r a f f i c ,  which provides access between a walk or sidewalk 
t o  a surface located above or below an adjacent curb face. 

D 
S ~ C .  2-405. 
(b) Directional Sign. Directional sign i s  a publicly displayed 

notice which indicates by use of words or symbols a recommended 
di recti  on or route of travel . 

C 
L 

k c .  2-406. 
( a )  Elevator, Pas senaer : 

# 

NOTE: See Definition of Elevator, Part 2, Chapter 51, 
Title 24. CAC.  

(b) ~nforcing Agency. Enforcing agency shall  mean the designated 
department or agency as specified by s ta tu te .  
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(c)  Equivalent F a c i l i t a t i o n ,  Equivalent f a c i l i t a t i o n  i s  an 
a1 te rna te  means of complying w i t h  the l i t e r a l  requirements of these 
standards and spec i f i ca t i ons  t h a t  provides access i n  terms o f  the  
purpose o f  these standards and spec i f i ca t i ons .  
NOTE 1: See Sect ion 2-101. 
NOTE 2: I n  determining equ iva len t  f a c i l i t a t i o n ,  cons idera t ion  
s h a l l  be g iven t o  means t h a t  prov ide fo r  the maximum independence o f  
the phys i ca l l y  handicapped i n d i v i d u a l  wh i le  present ing the l e a s t  
r i s k  o f  harm, i n ju ry ,  o r  o the r  hazard t o  such handicapped persons o r  
others. 

F  
S ~ C .  2-407, 
(a) F a c i l i t y  (o r  F a c i l i t i e s ) .  F a c i l  i t y  ( o r  Faci 1  i t i e s )  i s  a  

bu i l d ing ,  s t ruc tu re ,  roan s i t e ,  complex, o r  any po r t i on  thereof, 
t h a t  i s  b u i l t ,  a l te red ,  improved o r  developed t o  serve a  p a r t i c u l a r  
pu rpos e  . 

G 
!kc. 2-408. 
(a) Grab Bar i s  a  bar f o r  the  purpose o f  being grasped by the hand 

f o r  support. 
(b) Guardra i l -  A v e r t i c a l  b a r r i e r  erected along the open edges of 

a  f l o o r  opening, wa l l  opening, ramp, platform, runway o r  o ther  
elevated area t o  prevent persons from f a l l i n g  o f f  the open edge. 

H 
Sec- 2-489- 
(c) H i s t o r i c a l  Bu i ld ing .  

NOTE: See "Qua l i f i ec '  H i s t o r i c a l  au i l d ing " .  
I 
!kc. 2-410. 
(n) I n te rna t i ona l  Symbol o f  A c c e s s i b i l i t y -  That symbol adopted by 

Rehabil i t a t i o n  In te rna t i ona l  ' s  11 th  World Congress f o r  the purpose 
o f  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  bu i ld ings  and f a c i l i t i e s  are accessible t o  the 
physical l y  handi capped. 
NOTE: See Sect ion 2-1720 and F igu re  No. 17-6. K 

K 
Sec. 2-412- K ick  Plate, Kick p l a t e  i s  an abrasion-res is tant  p l a t e  
a f f i x e d  t o  the  bottom p o r t i o n  o f  a  door t o  prevent a  t r a p  cond i t i on  and 
p r o t e c t  i t s  surface. 
L  
S ~ C .  2-413. 
(a) Level Area. Level area i s  a  spec i f i ed  surface t h a t  does no t  

have a  slope i n  any d i r e c t i o n  exceeding 1/4 inch  (6.35 mm) i n  one 
f o o t  (304.8 mn) from the ho r i zon ta l  (2.083% gradient) .  

(b) L i f t ,  Special  Access. 
NOTE: See "Special  Access L i f t s " .  

(d) L i v i n g  Accmodat ions ,  Any pub1 i c l y  funded b u i l d i n g  or  portio3; 
thereof  having th ree  o r  more apartments as def ined i n  t he  UBC. 



(b) Multiple Accomnodation Toilet Facili ty,  A room that  has more 
than one sanitary fixture, is intended for the use of more than one 
person a t  a time, and which usually i s  provided w i t h  privacy 
compartments or  screens shielding some fixtures fran view. A 
bathroom serving a hotel guest room and a privacy t o i l e t  i n  small 
offices,  stores and similar locations are not included i n  t h i s  
category . 

P 
S ~ C .  2-417. 
(a) Passage Door, Passage door i s  a door other than an exi t  door 

through which persons may traverse. 
[b) Passenger Elevator: 

NOTE: See Definition of Elevator, Part 2,  Chapter 51, 
Ti t le  24, CAC. 

2) 
(c) Path of Travel. Path of travel i s  a passage that  may consist ' .  

of walks and sidewalks, curb ramps, and pedestrian ramps, lobbies 
and corridors, elevators, other improved areas, or a necessary 
combination thereof, that provides free and unobstructed access to 
and egress from a particular area or location, for  pedestrians 
and/or wheelchair users. 

(d)  Pedestrian. Pedestrian i s  an individual who moves i n  walking 
areas with o r  without the use of walking assis t ive devices such as 
crutches, leg braces, wheelchairs, e tc .  

(e) Pedestrian Ramp. Pedestrian ramp i s  a sloping p a t h  of travel 

@ intended for pedestrian t r a f f i c  and as differentiated from a curb 
ramp. 

( f )  Pedestrian Grade Separation, Pedestrian grade separation i s  a 
structure erected over or under an obstacle such as a freeway, 
roadway, s t r ee t ,  ra i l  road, stream, etc. ,  and intended primarily for 
pedestrian use. 

(Ig) Pedestrian Way, Pedestrian way i s  a route by which a 
pedestrian may pass. 

(h) Permanent, Permanent shall mean fac i l i t i e s  which are intended 
to  be used for periods longer than those designated i n  this  Code 
under the definit ion of temporary. 

( i  ) Physically Handicapped, Physical 1y handicapped shall mean 
individual s who have impairments, e i ther  permanent or temporary in 
nature, as follows: 
1. Impairments which affect dmbulation due to cerebral palsy, 

pol imyel i t i s ,  spinal cord injury, amputation, a r t h r i t i s ,  
cardiac and pulmonary conditions, and other conditions or 
diseases which reduce mobil i ty, including aging. 

2. Impairments t h a t  require the use of crutches, canes or 
wheelchairs . 

3- Total blindness or impairments affecting s ight  to  the extent 
t h a t  the individual functioning in public areas may be 
insecure or exposed to danger. 

4.Deafness or hearing impairments that may expose an 
individual t o  danger or insecurity. 

( j )  Platfom, Unenclosed. Platform, Unenclosed is a horizontal, 
general 1y level and raised surface for  speakers, performances, 
displays, e t c . ,  as distinguished from "platforms" which are 
enclosed. 



(k) Primary Entrance. Primary entrance shall mean any entrance t o  
a f ac i l i t y  which has a substantial flow of pedestrian t r a f f i c  to  any 
specific major function of the f ac i l i t y .  

(1) Publicly Funded. Publicly funded as used i n  this  Code does not 
include loans, grants, guarantees, or other financial assistance 
provided by a public agency to finance construction, rehabili tation 
or purchase of privately owned housing accmmoda tions , including 
housing financed under the Cal Vet program and other privately-owned 
buildings, facil  i t i e s  and structures. 

Q 
Sec. 2-418, Qualified Historical Building (or Structure). 
Qua1 ified historical building (o r  structure) shall mean any s tructure or 
coll ection of structures deemed important to the history, architecture,  
or  culture of an area by an appropriate local or s t a t e  governmental 
jurisdiction. This shall include structures of national, s t a t e  or local 
historical registers or off ic ial  inventories, such as the National 
Register of Historic Places, State Historical Landmarks, State Points of 
Historical Interest ,  and c i ty  or county registers or inventories of 
historical or archi tectural l r  siqnificant s i tes  and places or landmarks. 
NOTE: See Sect 
R 
S ~ C -  2-419. 
(a )  Ramp: 

NOTE: See 
(b) Reasonable 

of a bu 
normal ly be 

' Pedestrian Ramp " or " Curb  Ramp " . 
Portion- Reasonable portion shall mean that segment 
l d i n g ,  f a c i l i t y ,  area, space or condition which would 
necessary i f  the-activity therein is to  be accessible by 

the handicapped. 
(c) Recarmend, Recommend does n o t  requi re mandatory acceptance, 

b u t  ident i f ies  a suggested action which shall be considered for  the 
purpose of providing a greater degree of accessibil i ty to the 
physical ly handicapped. 

(d ) Remodel i ng : 
NOTE: See "A1 te r  or Alteration" of UBC. 

(f) Riser. Riser i s  that upright portion of a step i n  a s t a i r .  
S 
Sec. 2-420, 
(a) Sanitary Facility. Sanitary fac i l i ty  i s  any single u n i t  or a 

cornbi nation of water c losets ,  urinal s ,  lavatories, bathtubs or 
showers, together with the room or space i n  which they are housed. 

(b) Shopping Center, Shopping center i s  one or more sales  
establishments or stores. 

(c) Should: 
NOTE: See Recommend. 

(d) Sidewalk. Sidewalk i s  a surfaced pedestrian way contiguous t o  
a s t r ee t  used by the public. 
NOTE: See definition for  " Wal k " . 

(e) Single Accomnodation Sanitary Facility. Sing1 e accommodation 
sanitary f ac i l i t y  i s  a roan that has not more than one of each type 
of sanitary fixture,  i s  intended for use by only one person a t  a 
time, has no parti t ion around the to i l e t ,  and has a door tha t  can be 
locked on the inside by the room occupant. 
NOTE 1: See Section 2-1711. 
NOTE 2: For bathrooms serving Group R Occupancies, see Section 
2-1213. 



2-420 cont'd. 

a (f) S i t e  Development- S i te  development i s  "on s i t e "  and "off 
s i t e "  work including, b u t  not limited to ,  walks, sidewalks, ramps, 
curbs, curb ramps, parking f a c i l i t i e s ,  s t a i r s ,  planting areas, 
pool s ,  promenades, exterior gathering or assembly areas and raised 
or depressed paved areas. 

(h) Special Access L i f t .  Special access l i f t  is a hoisting and 
lowering mechanism equipped w i t h  a car or platform, or support which 
serves two landings of a building or structure and i s  designed to  
carry a passenger or  passengers and (or)  luggage or other material a 
vertical distance as may be allowed. 

T 
S ~ C .  2-421. 
(a ) Temporary. Temporary shall mean buildings and f ac i l i t i e s  

intended for use a t  one location for  not more than one year and 
seats intended for use a t  one location for not more than 90 days. 

(b) Tread. Tread i s  the horizontal surface of a step in a s t a i r .  
U 
S ~ C -  2-422. 
(3) UBC. UBC shall mean the 1979 Edition of the Uniform Building 

Code as published by the International Conference of Building 
Officials.  

(c) Unreasonable Hardship: An unreasonable hardship exis ts  when 
the enforcing agency finds that compliance with the building 
standard would make the specific work of the project affected by the 
building standard unfeasible, based upon an overall evaluation o f  
the follewi ng factors:  
1. The cost of providing access. 
2. T.ie cost of a l l  construction contemplated. 
3. The impact of proposed improvements on financial feas ib i l i ty  

of the project. 
4. The nature of the accessibil i ty which would be gained or 

lo s t .  
5. The nature of the use of the f ac i l i t y  under construction and 

i t s  ava il abil i ty to  handicapped persons. 
The detai ls  of any finding of unreasonable hardship shall be recorded 
and entered i n  t h e  f i l e s  of the enforcing agency. 

W 
S ~ C .  2-424. . 
(a) Walk. Walk i s  a surfaced pedestrian way not located contiguous 

t o  a s t r ee t  used by the public. (See definition for "Sidewalk" .) 
(b)Wheelchair- Wheelchair i s  a chair mounted on wheels to be 

propel led by i t s  occupant manually or with the aid of e lectr ic  
power, of a s ize and configuration conforming to the recognized 
standard model s of the trade. 

(c) Wheelchair Occupant o r  Wheelchair User. Wheelchair occupant or 
wheelchair user i s  an individual who, due to  a physical impairment 
or disabi l i ty ,  u t i l i zes  a wheelchair for mobility. 



Chapter 2-6 
RQIJIRMENTS FOR GROUP A OCCUPANCIES 

Change to Read i s  F o l l a s :  
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Code HCD HCD OSA OSA OSH 
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Special Standards of Accessibility 
S ~ C ,  2-611- 
(a) General, The provisions of this section apply to  the 

specified types of facil  i t i e s  and identify specific requirements of 
accessibil i ty and usabili ty which shall be provided for each of the 
1 i s  ted occupancy uses. 

(b) Auditoriums, Assembly Halls, Theaters and Related Facili t ies.  
1. Seating. Seating for the handicapped shall be accessible 

from the main lobby or from a primary entrance, together w i t h  
related t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s .  
A. In a11 assembly places where seating i s  provided, there 

s ha1 1 be spaces for  tne handicapped using wheel chai rs. 
The number of such spaces i s  shown i n  Table 2-6B. 

Table No. 2-68 Wheelchair - - - -  - - 
Seating Capacity 

II r h  
Seating Spaces 

(1) When the seating capacity exceeds 500, one additional 
wheelchair seating space shall be provided for each 
total seating capacity increase of 100. 

(2) Wheelchair spaces shall be level ,  and when the 
seating capacity exceeds 300, shall be i n  more than 
one location. Each such space shall  be a minimum o f  
60-in (1524 mm) in length and 30-in (762 mn) i n  w i d t h .  

(3)Readily removable seats may be installed i n  these 
wheelchair spaces when such spaces are not required t o  
accommodate wheelchair users. 

B. I n  addition to  spaces provided for wheelchair users as 
noted in A above, there shall be provided seating for 
semiambulant individuals. The number of such seating 
shall be equal to  a t  least  one percent of the total 
seating and shall be no fewer than two. Such seats  shall 
provide a t  l eas t  24-in (609.6 mni) c lear  leg space between 
the front of the seat  t o  the nearest obstruction or t o  the 
back of the seat  immediately i n  front. 



1. cont'd. 

C. In determining the location of handicapped seating, l i f e  
safety shall be considered, and a l l  seating provided must 
comply w i t h  the f i r e  and panic safety requirements of the 
State Fire Marshal . 
EXCEPTION NO, 1: In existing buildings and f a c i l i t i e s ,  
when the enforcing agency determines that compliance w i t h  the 
seating requirements of this code would create an unreasonable 
hardship such requirements shall not apply. When the 
unreasonable hardship finding i s  applied, a t  l eas t  one percent 
of the total  seating provided shall be accessible to  and 
usable by physical ly handicapped persons who use wheelchai rs 
and such seating shall comply w i t h  the level requirements and 
the individual space requirements of this  code. 
EXCEPTION NO- 2: When an existing theater i s  subdivided 
into more than one f ac i l i t y  having upper levels not accessible 
by ramp or elevator, and the enforcing agency determines tha t  
fu l l  compliance with th i s  code would create an unreasonable 
hardship such upper levels need not be made accessible 
provided a11 f ac i l i t i e s  a t  grade are  accessible and any event, 
showing of motion pictures o r  other ac t iv i t ies  made available 
to  the public in a l l  of the f a c i l i t i e s  are scheduled to assure 
that a l l  such functions a re  available to  the public i n  the 
accessible facil  i ty. 

Stages, Encl osed and Unenclosed PI atfoms, and Orchestra P i t s  . 
Stages, enclosed and unenclosed platforms, and orchestra p i t s  
shall be made accessible t o  the physically handicapped. 
EXCEPTION No, 1: When the enforcing agency finds tha t  
requiring c a p 1  iance with this code, for  an enclosed or  
unenclosed platform or depressed area not more tharl 24-in 
(609.6 mm) above or below an adjacent accessible level, would 
create an unreasonable hardship the enclosed and unenclosed 
platform or depressed area shall be made accessible by a portable 
ramp with a slope not exceeding one vertical t o  twelve 
horizontal . 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: In existing buildings and f a c i l i t i e s ,  
stages, enclosed or  unenclosed platforms, and orchestra p i t s  need 
n o t  be accessible when the enforcing agency determines tha t  
compliance w i t h  t h i s  code would crea te  an unreasonable hardship. 
Ticket Booth. Customer and employee sides of t icket  booths 
and of concession- and refreshment sales f a c i l i t i e s  shall be made 
accessible t o  the physically handicapped. 
Miscellaneous Areas, Pub1 i c  t o i l e t s  and other pub1 ic areas 
shall  be made accessible to  the physically handicapped. 

(c)  Stad i urns, Grandstands, Bleachers, Athletic Pavilions, 
Gymnasiums and Mi scel laneous Sport-Re1 ated Facil i t i e s ,  
1. Spectator Seating. In f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  a seating capacity of 

5000 or less  there shall be spaces for the handicapped u s i n g  
wheelchairs, which conform t o  the requirements of Section 
2-61 1 ( b )  l A .  When, however, the number of pemanent seating 
spaces exceeds 5000 the number of wheelchair seating spaces shall 
conform to the requirements of Section 2-611(a)lA for the f i r s t  
5000 seats only and one additional wheelchair seating space shall 
be provided for each total seating capacity increase of 500. 



2-611(c) cont'd. 

a 2. Ticket Booth, Customer side shall be and employee side of 
t icket  booths may be accessible. 

3, Participation Areas. Participation areas shall be 
accessible to  the physical 1y handicapped including the fol lowing 
listed and similar act ivi ty  areas: 
A. Tennis, racquet and handball courts. 
B. Gymnasium floor areas and general exercise roans. 
C. Basketball , voll eybal 1 and badminton courts, bowl i ng 

1 anes . 
D. Swimming pool deck areas must be accessible and an 

assis t ive device provided to  ass i s t  physically-handicapped 
persons in gaining entry into the pool. 

E-Athlet ic  team rooms and fac i l i t i e s ,  playing f ie lds  and 
running tracks. 

4. Clubmans. Clubrooms shall  be made accessible to  the 
physical l y  handicapped. 

5. Sanitary and Locker Facili t ies.  Where spectator and/or 
participant sanitary and/or locker facil i t i e s  are provided they 
shall conform w i t h  the requirements i n  Chapter 2-17. 
EXCEPTION NO. 1: Where the enforcing agency determines t h a t  
compl iance w i t h  these regulations would create an unreasonable 
hardship, an exception may be granted, when equivalent 
fac i l i ta t ion  i s  provided through the use of other methods or  
materi a1 s . 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: In existing buildings, when the enforcing 
agency finds that compliance with regulations would create an 
unreasonable hardship, an exception may be granted when a l l  of 
the fol lowing minimum conditions are met: 
A. When the total seating does not exceed 5000 a t  least  one 

percent of such seating shall be accessible to  and usable 
by physical ly-handicapped persons. When the total seating 
provided exceeds 5000 one additional seat for each 2000 
seats provided over 5000 shall be accessible to  and usable 
by physical ly-handi capped persons. 

B. Sanitary f ac i l i t i e s ,  t icket  booths, c1 u broms , 
concessions and refreshment faci l  i t i e s  are accessible. 

C. One of each type of participation area is usable and 
accessible. 

(d )  Dining, Banquet a d  Bar Faci l i t ies ,  Dining, banquet and bar 
facil  i t i e s  shall  be made accessible to  the physically handicapped as 
provided i n  t h i s  section. 
EXCEPTION NO, 1: In existing buildings, when the enforcing 
agency determines that compl i ance with any regulation under t h i s  
section would create an unreasonable hardship, an exception shall be 
granted when equivalent facil i t a t ion  i s  provided. 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: In existing buildings, these regulations 
shall not apply when legal or physical constraints would not allow 
cornpl iance w i t h  these regulations or equivalent faci l i ta t ion without 
creating an unreasonable hardship. See Section 2-105(b)llD. 
EXCEPTION NO. 3: For floors and levels i n  new and existing 
buildings see Section 2-1752. 
1. Primary Entrance. Access t o  these f ac i l i t i e s  shall be 

provided a t  primary entrances. 
2. Functional Activity. Wheel chai r access shall be provided t o  



2-611(d) 2. cont 'd .  

a l l  areas where each type o f  func t iona l  a c t i v i t y  occurs. 
3. Seating. Each d in ing ,  banquet and bar area s h a l l  have one 

wheelchair seat ing space f o r  each twenty seats, w i th  a t  l e a s t  one 
minimum wheelchair seat ing space pe r  each func t iona l  area. Such 
seat ing s h a l l  be designed and arranged t o  permi t  use by 
wheelchair occupants. Access t o  such seat ing space s h a l l  be 
provided w i t h  main a i s l e s  n o t  l ess  than  36-in (914.4 mm) i n  c lea r  
width. Accessible seat ing space s h a l l  be in tegra ted  w i t h  general 
seat ing  t o  a1 low a reasonable s e l e c t i o n  o f  seat ing area and t o  
avoid having one area s p e c i f i c a l l y  h igh l igh ted  as t h e  disabled 
area. The r a t i o  of seat ing designed f o r  handicapped use i s  based 
upon the t o t a l  number o f  seats provided. 

4. Cafeteria L ine  Aisles. Ca fe te r i a  l i n e  a i s l e s  s h a l l  be a 
minimum o f  36-in (914.4 mm) o f  c l e a r  width.  

5. Restrooms, Restrooms and powder rooms s h a l l  conform t o  
requirements i n  Sect ion 2-1711. 
EXCEPTION: h'here the en forc ing  agency f i n d s  t h a t  i t  would 
r e s u l t  i n  an unreasonable hardship t o  requ i re  compliance i n  each 
t o i l e t  f a c i l i t y ,  then a minimum o f  one t o i l e t  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  be 
accessib le t o  and usable by phys ica l  1y-handicapped persons when 
i t  i s  determined t h a t  i t  would n o t  r e s u l t  i n  handicapped persons 
experiencing any more d i f f i c u l t y  i n  terms o f  t rave l  and 
access i b i  1 i ty as experienced by others.  

6, Food Preparat ion Areas, Access t o  food preparat ion areas 
s h a l l  comply w i t h  the  prov is ions  f o r  entrance doors and doorways, 
Sect ion 2-3303. 

Re1 igious F a c i l i t i e s ,  Re1 ig ious  f a c i l i t i e s  s h a l l  be made 
accessib le t o  the p h y s i c a l l y  handicapped as provided i n  t h i s  
sec t ion .  
EXCEPTION: I n  e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ings ,  when the  en forc ing  agency 
determines t h a t  compl iance w i t h  any r e g u l a t i o n  under t h i s  sect ion 
would create an unreasonable hardship, an except ion s h a l l  be granted 
when equivalent  f a c i l  i t a t i o n  i s  provided. 
1. Sanclmry. Sanctuary areas s h a l l  be made accessib le t o  the 

p h y s i c a l l y  handicapped. 
A, Wheel cha i r seat i ng spaces s h a l l  conform t o  the 

requirements i n  Sect ion 2-611(a)lA. 
0, Wheelchair access s h a l l  be provided t o  ra ised platforms, 

c h o i r  rooms, c h o i r  l o f t s ,  performing areas, and o ther  
s i m i l a r  areas. 
EXCEPTION : I n  e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ings ,  these regu la t ions  
s h a l l  n o t  apply t o  c h o i r  l o f t s  when the en forc ing  agency 
determines t h a t  such compliance would create an unreasonable 
hardship. 

2. Assembly Areas. Assembly areas s h a l l  be made accessib le t o  
t h e  physical l y  handicapped. Enclosed and unenclosed platforms 
and stages i n  assembly areas s h a l l  conform t o  these requirements. 

3. Classrooms and Offices. Classroans and o f f i c e s  s h a l l  have 
e n t r y  doors t h a t  conform t o  the requirements i n  Chapter 33. 

4. Sani tary F a c i l i t i e s ,  Sani tary f a c i l i t i e s  s h a l l  conform t o  
t h e  requirements i n  Chapter 2-17. 
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ROTE 1. See Section 2-105 and 2-106 for  explanation o f  t h i s  Table. 

mlTE 2. See State Building Code History Note Appendix. 

NOTE 3: See Section 2-1724 f o r  special vent l lat lon and sani tat ion requirements. 

Special Standards of Accessibility 
S ~ C .  2-710. 
(a)  General. The provisions of th is  section apply to the specified 

types of facil  i t i e s  and identify specific requirements of 
accessibil i ty and usabili ty which shall be provided for each of the 
1 i s  td occupancy uses. 

(b) Office Buildings and Personal and Public Sewice Faci l i t ies .  
Office buildings and personal and public service f ac i l i t i e s  shall  
conform to the provisions of t h i s  section. 
EXCEPTION NO 1: In existing buildings, when the enforcing 
agency determines that c a p 1  i ance w i t h  any regulation under t h i s  
section would create an unreasonable hardship, an exception shall  be 
granted when equivalent facil  i tation i s  provided. 
EXCEPTION NO 2: In existing bui ld ings ,  the provisions of this 
section shall not apply when legal or physical constraints will not 
a1 low compliance w i t h  these building standards or equivalent 
facil i t a t i  on wi thout creating an unreasonable hardship. (See 
2-105 ( b )  11D) 
1. Facili t ies Covered. Faci l i t ies  covered i n  this  section are  

those that  a re  used by the public as custaners, clients,  v i s i tors  
or which are  potentially places of employment and shall include, 
b u t  not be 1 imitd to the fol lowing categories: 
A. A1 1 types of general and specialized business and 

professional offices incl uding those related to insurance, 
real es tate ,  attorneys, credi t  bureaus, consultants, 
counsel i ng and accounting . 

B.Al1 types of sales  establishments including out lets  for  
a1 1 general and speci a1 merchandise and equipment 
including personal and household furnishings and supplies, 
foods, sporting equipment, office supplies, vehicles and 
related parts and supplies, building materials and pet 
shops. 
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C. A1 1 personal and publ i c  service facil  i t i  es including 
banks, savings and loan companies, credit  unions, 
newspaper and printing establ ishments, photographic 
studios, laundromats, cleaning and laundry out1 e t s ;  
veterinarian clinics and hospitals, auto rental agencies, 
travel bureaus, publ i c  ut i l  i ty faci l  i t ies ,  pol ice stations 

3 
and detention f a c i l i t i e s ,  courtrooms, f i r e  stations. 

2. Business and Professional Offices- Areas to  be made 
accessible include: 
A. Client and v is i tor  areas and off ice areas together w i t h  

related t o i l e t  roans shall  be made accessible. 
B-Conference rooms, counseling rooms or cubicles and 

similar areas shall be made accessible. 
C. Employee work areas shall have a m i n i m u m  of 36-in (914.4 

mrn) wide clear access except as modified i n  other portions 
of these regulations. See Subsections 3313 (a )  and (b) of 
1979 Edition of UBC. 

3. Sales Facili t ies.  
A. General sales,  display and off ice areas together with 

related t o i l e t  rooms shall  be made accessible. 
B. Sales employee work stations shall be located on 

accessible levels and the customer side of sales or 
checkout stations shall be accessible. Employee work 
areas shall be sized and arranged t o  provide access to 
employees in wheelchairs. 

C. In new construction check stands shall  be made accessible 
by providing a 36" a i s l e  on the custuner side of the 
chec k-stand . Where quick checkstands are  provided, a t  
l e a s t  one shall be accessible. Where regular check-stands 
a re  provided, the number of checkstands that  are 
accessible shall be as  follows: 

No. of Regular Checkstands No. to be Accessible 

1-8 - 
9 and over 

In new and existing construction, accessible check stands shall 
always be open t o  disabled custaners and shall be identified by a 
s i g n  clearly visible t o  those i n  wheelchairs. The sign shall 
display the international symbol of accessibil i ty in white on a 
blue backgraund and shal l  s t a t e  " T h i s  check stand t o  be open a t  
a l l  times for  disabled customers." 
In existing buildings where a group of sales or check stands are 
constructed adjacent t o  and paralleling each other i n  function, a 
m i n i m u m  of one such stand shall be made accessible to  and usable 
by handicapped customers. 

D. Turnstiles. 
NOTE: See Section 2-3303(n). 

E. Where shopping c a r t  thef t  prevention barriers are 
u t  i l  ized they shall conform to  the fol lowing requirements. 
(1) Each entrance and exi t  provided for publ ic use shall 

be accessible t o  and usable by handicapped persons. 
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(2)  Shopping cart  barriers located a t  a public entrance 

or ex i t  shall be desiqned t o  ~rovide  a clear 
unobstructed opening a t  least 32-in ' (812.8 mm) in 
widtn for  handicapped ingress and egress. 

(3) Where gates are utilized they shall open in the 
direction of travel , provide a clear unobstructed 
opening 32-in (812.8 mm) in width and be maintained 
unlocked during business hours. Gates shall not 
operate a publ icly-aud i ble alarm system or requi re 
more than a 5 lbf (22.2 N )  to operate. 

(4) Where a clear unobstructed opening i s  provided a 
level area i s  required on both sides of the clear 
opening or gate which extends a rninimurr, of 44-in 
(117.6 m )  on each side of the opening and i s  a t  
least 48-in (1219.2 mm) in width. 

(5) Where a gate i s  uti l ized, the level area on both 
sides of the clear ope~ing or gate shall be a mininur? 
of 60-in (1524 mm) in width and extend a minimum of 
60-in (1524 mm) (measured from the gate in a closed 
position) in the direction of the gate swing. The 
level area opposite the gate swing shall be a minimum 
of 48-in (1219.2 mm) in width and extend a minimum of  
42-i n (1066.8 mm) . 

(6) When a gate i s  used, the bottm of the gate shall be 
within 3-in (76.2 mn) of the surface of the path of 
travel. The surface of the gate on each side shall be 
smooth t o  present no hazard t o  a handicapped person 
using the gate and structurally adequate t o  allow i t  
t o  be opened with the wheelchair foot pedals. 

(7) The path of travel t o  and through the clear opening 
or gate shall be designed t o  prevent barriers frm, 
obstructing i t  and shall be continuously naintained 
unobstructed during business hours. A1 S O ,  the design 
shall specifically prevent parked vehicles fror 
obstructing ingress and egress. 

(8) Interior and exterior pedestrian t ra f f ic  barriers 
(posts, ra i ls ,  turnsti les,  etc .) s ha1 1 a1 low 
unobstructed travel for handicapped persons through a 
32-in (812.8 mn) clear opening. 

F. Where f i t t ing  or dressing roans are provided for male or 
female customers, a t  least  one (of each type) shall be 
accessible to  and usable by handicapped persons. Entry 
doors shall conform t o  the requirements of Section 2-3303 
and corridors leading to  such doors shall confomi to  
Section 3313 ( a )  and (b) of 1979 Edition of UBC.  The 
bot tom of mirrors provided for handicapped use shall be 
n o t  greater t h a n  20-in (508 mm) from the floor and 
clothing hooks n o t  greater than 48-in (1219.2 mn) fron the 
floor. The minimum dimension of the room shall be 60-in 
(1524 m m )  in width and length. 
EXCEPTIONS NO. 1: M~nor specialized display areas t t i a t  do  n o t  
exceed 200 sq f t .  (18.5806 m 2 ) i n  floor area and to  whlrh t h ~  
general p u b l  lc is  excluded need not be made accessible. 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: Off ices, i n  sales fac i l i t ies  t h a t  do not  exceed 
5,000 sq. f t .  (464.5152 m 2 ) i n  total area, t h a t  are located or1 
nonaccessl ble levels need not be made accessible. 



4. Personal and Public Service Facilities. 
A, Client a n d  visitor areas, office areas, and related 

t o i l e t  roans shall be made accessible. 
B. Employee work areas shall have 36-in (914.4 mm)  wide 

clear access except as modified in other portions of these 
regulations. 
NOTE: See Section 3313 (a )  and (b) of 1979 Edition of 
UBC. 

5. Public Utility Facilities. 
Office areas, meeting rooms and similar areas together 
with related to i le t  roans shall be made accessible. 
Public tour areas, t o  the extent that such pub1 ic  tours 
are conducted through or about a fac i l i ty ,  or where the 
public i s  permitted t o  walk in such areas, shall provide 
accessibility in those portions of the faci l i ty  and 
grounds where this occurs. 
EXCEPTION NO. 1: Facili t ies located i n  operational areas 
which would n o t  have any reasonable availability t o  or usage 
by persons who use wheelchairs for mobil i ty are n o t  subject to 
the wheelchair accessibility requirements o f these 
regulations. 
EXCEPTION NO, 2: When the enforcing agency detenni nes 
that compliance with this subsection would create an 
unreasonable hardship, an exception to  such provision shall be 
granted when equivalent facil i tation i s  provided. 
Visitor overlook fac i l i t i e s ,  orientation areas and 
similar public use areas and any sanitary fac i l i t ies  t h a t  
serve these fac i l i t ies  shall be made accessible. 
Where public parking i s  provided, spaces shall be 
provided for the physically handicapped as specified in 
Chapter 2-71, 

6. Pol ice Department. Law Enforcement, Fire Department Facili t ies 
and Courtrooms. 
A. Office areas, conference rooms, classrooms, dispatch 

rooms, and similar areas, along with related sanitary 
fac i l i t ies  shall be made accessible. 

B. Detention area visitor roans shall be made accessible. 
C. A t  least one detention cell  fac i l i ty  w i t h  supporting 

sanitary fac i l i t ies  shall be made accessible. 
D. Courtroan areas including the judge's chambers and bench, 

counsel tables, jury box, witness stand and public seating 
area shall be made accessible. 

7. Miscel laneous General Standards. 
A.Circulation aisles and pedestrian ways shall be sized 

according to  functional requirements and in no case shall 
be less t h a n  36-in (914.4 mm) in clear width. 

B. Storage areas are not required to  meet these standards 
except that where located on accessible floors or levels 
the doorway providing access to  such areas shall be n o t  
less  than 32-in (812.8) mm) in clear width. 

Factories and Warehouses. Factories and warehouses shall 
conform t o  the provisions of this section. 
EXCEPTION: I n  existing buildings, when the enforcing agency 
deternines t h a t  compliance with any regulation under this section 
would create a n  unreasonable hardship, an exception shall be granted 
when equivalent faci l i ta t ion i s  provided. 



2-710(c) cont'd. 

1. Factories . 
A. Major or principal floor areas shall  be made accessible. 
0. office areas shall be made accessible. 
C.Sanitary f ac i l i t i e s  serving the above shall  be made 

accessible. 
2. Warehouses. 

A. Miscellaneous warehousing areas which are located on the 
floor nearest grade and those areas on other floors that  
are otherwise provided w i t h  access by level entry, ramp or  
elevator shall be made accessible. 

B. Office areas shall be made accessible. 
C. Sanitary f ac i l i t i e s  serving the above shall  be made 

accessible. 
(d )  Group B Occupancies. Group B occupancies used for assembly 

purposes b u t  having an occupant load of less than 50 shall conform 
t o  the requirements as specified i n  Section 2-611. 
NOTE: For floors and levels i n  dining, banquet, and bar 
facil  i t i es ,  see Section 2-1752. 



Chapter 2-8 
REQUIRMENTS FOR GROUP E OCCUPANCIES 

Moption Table No. 2-8A 

Code HCD HCD OSA OSA OSH 
S z o n  - BSC 1. 2 SFM DHSOSHA CEC SHB DOE @ 

Entirechapter  . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Entire Chapter 
except as noted 
below .............. - - X - - - - -  . . . . . . . .  

NOTE 1. See Section 2-105 and 2-106 for explanation of this Table. 

ROTE 2. See State B u i l d i n g  Code History Note Appendix. 

Special Standards o f  Accessibility. 
!kc, 2-812. 
(a)  General. The provisions of this section apply t o  educational 

and 1 ibrary faci1 i t i e s  and identify speci f ic  requirments of 
access ib i l i ty  and usab i l i ty  which shall  be provided for  each of the 
1 i s t m  occupancy uses. 
Educational and l ibrary  f a c i l i t y  areas shal l  be made accessible t o  the 
physically handicapped, a s  prescribed i n  t h i s  chapter. 
E X C E P T I O N  NO, I: In existing buildings, when the enforcing 
agency detemines t ha t  compl iance with any regulation under th i s  
section would create an unreasonable hardship, an exception shall  be 
yan t ed  when equivalent f a c i l i t a t i o n  i s  provided. 
E X C E P T I O N  NO, 2: In existing buildings, where the enforcing 
agency detemines because of physical constraints  compl i ance wi t h  
these resulations o r  equivalent f a c i l i t a t i o n  would create an 
unreasonable hardship these regulations shall n o t  apply. See 
Section 2-105(b)llD. 



2-812 cont 'd.  

(b) Laboratory Rooms. Laboratory rooms s h a l l  have a t  l eas t  one 
work s ta t ion ,  and one add i t iona l  work s t a t i o n  f o r  each 40 s ta t i ons  
provided t h a t  i s  accessible t o  and usable b y  the phys i ca l l y  
handicapped o r  such work s t a t i o n  s h a l l  be so constructed t h a t  i t  can 
be e a s i l y  converted f o r  such use. 
EXCEPTION: Where the  en forc i  ng agency determines t h a t  i t  would 
c rea te  an unreasonable hardship t o  requ i re  compl i ance w i th  these 
regulat ions f o r  speci a1 use rooms such as 1 aboratory preparat ion 
rooms, supply roans, small research l abo ra to r i es  and areas 
conta in ing spec ia l  ized equipment no t  r e a d i l y  usable by persons w i t h  
p a r t i c u l a r  physical handicaps such f a c i l i t i e s  need n o t  comply w i t h  
these regulat ions,  except t h a t  a c lea r  width o f  32-in (812.8.mm) 
s h a l l  be maintained i n t o  such roans. 

(c)Teaching F a c i l i t y  Cubicles, Study Carrels, etc. Teaching 
f a c i l i t y  cubic les,  study car re ls ,  etc., s h a l l  have a t  l e a s t  one 
cub ic le  o r  ca r re l  i n  each group (language, denta l ,  audio-vi sual , 
typing, d r a f t i n g ,  dark rooms, etc.) made accessible t o  and usable by 
the p h y s i c a l l y  handicapped. 

(d) L i b r a r y  General Use Areas, L i b r a r y  general use areas such as 
those housing card f i l e s ,  book stacks, per iod ica ls ,  reading and 
reference areas, i nfonnation desks, c i r c u l a t i o n  counters, etc., 
sha l l  be made accessible t o  the phys i ca l l y  handicapped. 
1. Open Book Stacks. Open book stacks ( those ava i lab le  t o  

cus t m e r  use) may be o f  normal height, b u t  s h a l l  have main a i s l e s  
no less than 44-in (111.7 mm) i n  width and s i d e  a i s l e s  no l ess  
than 36- in (914.4 mn) i n  width. 
EXCEPTION NO. 1: I n  e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ings ,  shelving i n  the 
amount o f  n o t  more than 15 percent o f  the t o t a l  amount of l i b r a r y  
shelv ing may be located on an inaccessib le mezzanine area. 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: I n  e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ings ,  mu l t i - t ie red ,  
closed book stacks (those r e s t r i c t e d  t o  employee use) are exempt 
from these a c c e s s i b i l i t y  standards. 

2. Height o f  Book Shelves, Unless an a t tendant  i s  ava i lab le  t o  
a s s i s t  p h y s i c a l l y  handicapped persons, a l l  book shelving sha l l  be 
located n o t  more than 54-in (1371.6 mn) above t h e  f l o o r .  
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Ent i  r e  Chapter 
except as noted 
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MOTE 1. See Section 2-105 and 2-106 for explanation of th is  Table. 

NOTE 2. See State Building Code History Note Appendix. 

Special Standards o f  Accessibility. 
sec. 2-1011. 
(a)  General. The provisions of this section apply t o  the  specified 

types of medical faci l  i t i e s  and ident i fy  specific requirements of 
access ib i l i ty  and usabi l i ty  which sha l l  be provided for  each. 
Medical f ac i l i t y  areas shall be made accessible t o  the physically 
handicapped, including both employee and patient  areas o f  in-patient and 
out-pa t i en t  faci l  i t i  es such as  hospi tal  s ,  convalescent homes, physician 
and dental off ices and sui tes ,  related diagnostic and laboratory 
e tc .  as  follows: 
EXCEPTION: In exist ing buildings, when the enforcing 
determines that  compl i ance with any regulation under this 
would create an unreasonable hardship, an exception shal l  be 
when equivalent fac i l  i tat ion i s  p r~v ided .  

un i t s  , 

agency 
s ec t  i on 
granted 



2-1011 cont'd. 

(b) Nursing Care Suites. Nursing care sui tes  shall have a minimum 
of one and a t  least  one additional patient bed for every 10 patient 
beds provided that  i s  accessible t o  and usable by handicapped 
persons . Where bath or t o i l e t  r o a s  are provided adjacent to 
patient roms,  they shall be made accessible in l ike proportion. 
Single occupancy sanitary facil i t i e s  may sa t i s fy  t h i s  requi rment. 
EXCEPTION: Acute care f a c i l i t i e s  sha l l  have two percent of 
patient beds and adjacent bath or t o i l e t  roms accessible. 

(c) Diagnostic and Treatment Areas. Diagnostic and treatment areas 
and, where applicable, a t  leas t  one dressing room, sanitary 
f ac i l i t y ,  etc.  for each unit  or sui te ,  shall be made accessible. 

(d) Waiting Areas, Offices. and Sanitary Facilities. Uaiting 
areas, offices, and sanitary f ac i l i t i e s  serving them shall be made 
accessible as covered i n  other portions of these standards. 

(e) Offices and Suites, In buildings that  house offices and suites 
of physicians, dentists,  etc., a l l  such offices or suites shall be 
made accessible, subject t o  other provisions in these regulations. 
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Entire Chapter  
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NOTE 1: See Section 2-105 and 2-106 for explanation of this Table. 

WOTE 2: See State  B u i l d i n g  Code History Note Appendix. 

Special Standards of Accessibility 
S ~ C .  2-1107. 
( a )Pa rks  and Recreation Areas, The following parks and 

recreational areas shall comply w i t h  these regulations: 
EXCEPTION NO, 1: In existing bu i ld ings ,  when the enforcing 
agency determines that  compl iance would create an unreasonable 
hardship, a variance shall be granted when equivalent fac i l i ta t ion  
i s  provided. 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: Where the enforcing agency finds that,  i n  
speci f i c  areas, the natural envirorment would be material l y  damaged 
by cmpl iance with these regulations, such areas shall be subject to  
these regulations only to  the extent tha t  such material damage would 
n o t  occur. 
EXCEPTION NO. 3: Automobile access shall not be provided or 
paths o f  travel shall not be made accessible when the enforcing 
agency deternines tha t  compliance with these regulations would 
create an unreasonable hardship. 



2-1207 (a)  cont ' d  . 
1. Campsites. Campsites, minimum of 2 and no fewer than 3 for 

each hundred canpsi tes provided, shall be accessible by level 
path or ramp and shall have travel routes w i t h  slopes n o t  
exceeding one in twelve t o  sanitary facil  i t ies .  Permanent 
sanitary f a c i l i t i e s  serving campgrounds shall be accessible t o  
wheel chair occupants. 

2. Beaches, Picnic Areas. Beaches, picnic areas, day-use 
areas, vis ta  points, and similar areas shall be accessible. 

3. Sanitary Faci l i t ies ,  Sanitary f ac i l i t i e s ,  t o  the extent 
that  such f a c i l i t i e s  are provided, i n  each public use area that 
i s  accessible t o  wheelchair occupants by automobile, wal ks, or 
other paths of travel . 

4. Boat Docks. Boat docks, fishing piers, etc. shall be 
accessible. 

5. Parking Lots. Parking lo t s  shall be provided with 
handicapped parking spaces and with curb cuts leading t o  a l l  
adjacent wal ks, paths, or t r a i l s .  

6 .Tra i l s ,  Paths. Trails,  paths, and nature walk areas, or  
portions of these, shall be constructed w i t h  gradients which will 
p e n i t  a t  l eas t  partial use by wheelchair occupants. Hard 
surface paths or walks shall be provided to  serve buildings and 
other functional areas. 

7. Nature Trails.  Nature t r a i l s  and similar educational and 
infornational areas shall be accessible to  the blind by the 
provision o f  rope guide1 ines, raised Arabic numerals and symbols 
for ident i f icat ion,  information signs, and related guide and 
assistance devices. 
NOTE: For museums, orientation buildings, vis i tor  centers, 
office buildings, re tai l  stores,  restaurants, e tc .  and sanitary 
f a c i l i t i e s  serving these uses, see Chapters 2-6 through 2-14. 

(b )  Highway Rest Areas, The specific standards of accessibil i ty 
for highway r e s t  areas and similar f ac i l i t i e s  shall be as follows, 
subject t o  other provisions in these regulations: 
1. Permanent f a c i l i t i e s ,  A t  l eas t  one kind of permanent 

functional area or facil i ty, as appl icable, shall  be accessible 
t o  the physically handicapped including: 
A. A sanitary f ac i l i t y  for each sex. 
B. A t  l eas t  one picnic table and one additional table for 

each 20 tables or fraction thereof provided. 
C. Information and display areas. 
D. Drinking fountains. 
E. A t  l eas t  one parking space. 

2. Curb Ramps. Curb ramps conforming t o  Section 2-7103 shall 
be provided a t  pedestrian ways where appropriate. 
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Entire Cnapter 
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NOTE 1: See Section 2-105 and 2-106 f o r  explanation o f  t h i s  T a ~ ' i e .  

NOTE 2: See S t a t e  b u i l d i n g  Code H i s t o r y  Note Appendix. 

NOTE 3: See Appendix, Chapter 12. 



Access to Buildings and Facili t ies 
Sec. 2-1213. @ (a)  Hotels, Motels, and Domitory Buildings or Canplexes. Hotels, 

motels and dormitory buildings or complexes shal l  provide access fo r  
the physically handicapped i n  accordance w i t h  the provisions of t h i s  
section. 
EXCEPTION : When the enforcing agency determines tha t  
compliance w i t h  any regulation under th i s  section would create an 
unreasonable hardship, an exception shall be granted when equivalent 
facil i tation i s  ~rovided . 

Guest Roans. Hotels, motels, and dormitory buildings o r  
complexes shall  have a t  leas t  one guest roan or dormitory room 
together w i t h  their  sanitary f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  each 25 or fraction 
thereof provided u p  to 100 and one additional guest room or  
dormitory roan for each 40 or fraction thereof provided over 100 
that  are accessible to  and usable by the physically handicapped. 
NOTE: See Section 2-1213(d). 
Entry Width. Every entry, opening or passage door opening 
into any area shall have a m i n i m u m  c lear  and unobstructed opening 
of 32-in (812.8 mm) with the door positioned a t  an angle a t  90' 
from i t s  closed position. 
Public Rooms. Public and canmon use rooms and similar areas 
shall be made accessible to  the physically handicapped, subject 
t o  specif ic  provisions contained i n  other portions of these 
regulations. 
RecreationaI Facili t ies.  When recreational f a c i l i t i e s  are provided 
including swimming pools, they shall comply with subsections 2-61 1 ( c )  
and 2-1 lO7(a). 
Kitchens. When accommodations are  provided wi t b  kitchen 
units a t  leas t  one and no less than one for every 25 of such 
accommodations provided shall comply re la t ive  to  accessible 
ki tchen faci l  i t i es  w i t h  Subsection 2-1213(b) be1 ow. 

(b) Living Accammdations. A1 1 pubi i c ly  funded 1 iving 
accommodations, as defined , on accessible floors and primary 
entrance floors constructed or approved for construction a f t e r  the 
effective date  df these regulations, shall comply w i t h  the following 
provisions: 
1. Parking. Parking spaces shall comply w i t h  Section 2-7102 of 

th i s  code. 
EXCEPTION NO. 1: Nhen the enforcing agency determines tha t  
cmpliance with these building standards, when applied to  
existing buildings, would create an unreasonable hardship, an 
exception shall be granted when equivalent facil  i tation i s  
provided. 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: When public sidewalks, easements or other 
similar paths of travel fronting a building, in which i s  located 
a " primary entrance' I ,  as defined under subsection 2-417(k), has 
a slope of greater than 15% gradient (1 i n  6.67) the provisions 
of th i s  section need n o t  apply. 



2-1213(b) 1. cont'd 

EXCEPTION NO. 3: When a primary entrance i s  above o r  below 
grade and the first dwelling u n i t  nearest  to  grade of living 
accanmodations consist ing of 5 o r  l e s s  units  per building, i s  
ef fect ively  a s to ry  above or below grade, the provisions of t h i s  
section need not apply unless such dwell ing uni t  i s  accessible by 
means of an e levator ,  ramp o r  l i f t  to and frorr, a primary 
entrance. 
EXCEPTION NO. 4: In exist ing buildings, these regulations 
sha l l  not apply when legal or physical constraints  wil l  not allow 
compliance w i t h  these regulations o r  equivalent f ac i l i t a t i on  
without creating an unreasonable hardship. See Section 
2-105(b)llD. 

2. Kitchens. Kitchens shal l  be designed and constructed t o  
provide a m i n i m u m  c lea r  space of 60-in (1524 mm) between cabinet 
f ronts ,  countertops, o r  walls for a1 1 U-shaped kitchen areas,  and 
a m i n i m u m  c l ea r  space of 48-in (1219.2 mm) fo r  a l l  o ther  kitchen 
designs. 

3. Countertops. A minimum l inear  length of 30-in ( 7 6 2 m )  of 
countertop shal l  be provided for  the  kitchen sink and a min imum 
1 inear  length of 30-in (762 mm) of countertop shall  be provided 
f o r  a work surface, both of which shall  be designed t o  enable 
repositioning t o  a m i n i m u m  height of 28-in (711.2 mm). The sink 
and work surface may be a single integral uni t ,  o r  be separate 
components. The base cabinets d i r e c t l y  under sink and work 
surface counter areas  which are  designed for  repositioning shall 
be removable t o  provide clearance fo r  a wheelchair. 
The sides and back of adjacent cabinets, which may become exposed to  
moisture or food handling when a countertop i s  lowered, shall  be 
constructed of durable,  nonabsorbent materials  appropriate fo r  such 
uses. Finished flooring shall  be ins ta l l ed  on the f loor  beneath such 
countertop. 
EXCEPTION: Stone, cul tured stone and t i 1  ed countertops may 
be used without meeting the  repositioning requirements. 

4. Lower Shelving. Lower shelving and o r  drawer space shall  be 
provided in the kitchen a t  a height of no more than 48-in 
(1219.2 m m ) .  

5. Primary Entrances. Every primary entrance and individual 
l iv ing accommodations shal l  be provided w i t h  a door buzzer, be l l ,  
chime or  equivalent ins ta l  lat ion.  

6. To i le t  Fac i l i t i e s ,  Toi le t  f a c i l i t i e s  shall  comply w i t h  
subsection 2-1213(d) as  modified fo r  1 i v i n g  accannodations. 

7. Living Accamnodations. Living accommodations on primary 
entrance f loors and other f loors above or  below served by ramp, 
elevator or  special l i f t  shall  be made t o  comply with the above 
requirements. 



2-1213(b) 7 .  cont'd. 

0 NOTE: See Chapter 51, of Part 2, T i t le  24, CAC,  for 
requirements applicable to  special access (wheelchair) l i f t s .  

(c )Publ ic ly  Funded Dwellings. Publicly funded dwellings shall 
comply with 2-1213(b) for living accommodations. 

(d) Bathrooms. Bathroms for hotels, motels, dormitories and 
living accommodations shall comply with the provisions of this  
subsection. 
1. Bathroan Entrance Doorways, Bathroom entrance doorways 

shall have an 18-in (457.2 ma) clear space to  the side of the 
s t r ike  edge of the door on the swing side of the door. 

2. Shower Compartments. Where shower compartments are provided 
they shall  conform to the provisions of Section 2-17l l ( j ) l .  

3. Bathtubs. There shall be a minimum space 48-in (1219.2 mm) 
parallel by 30-in (762 mm) perpendicular to  the side of a bathtub 
or bath tub-shower combination to  provide for the maneuvering of a 
wheelchair and transfer t o  and from the bathing f ac i l i t i e s ,  which 
may include the maneuverable area under the lavatory. 

4. Water Closets. The water closet shall  conform to  the 
provisions of Section P-1502 (Part 5 of Ti t le  24). The water 
closet may be located in a space 36-in (914.4 mm) in clear width 
with 48-in (1219.2 mm) of c lear  space provided in front of the 
water closet.  This space may include maneuverable space under a 
lavatory, arranged so as not t o  impede access. Doors shall not 
infringe on the above clearances. 

5. Grab Bars, Lavatories, and Accessories. Grab bars, 
lavatories,  and accessories shall conform to the provisions of 
subsections 2-1711 ( h )  and ( i ) .  
EXCEPTION NO. 1: Hotel , motel, and domi tory bathrooms 
beyond those specified in Section 2-1213(a) need not comply with 
the provision of this  subsection provided a1 1 bathroom entrance 
doors have a clear opening width of 32-in (812.8 mm) and shall be 
either s l  iding doors or shall be hung to  swing in the direction 
of egress from the bathroun. 
EXCEPTION NO. 2: Living accanmodations need not provide 
folding shower seats in shower compartments provided support 
backing i s  installed to provide for future use of an adaptable 
unit. 
EXCEPTION NO. 3: Living accanrnodations need not proviae a 
shower spray unit in bathtubs. 
EXCEPTION NO. 4: In 1 iving accommodations, water closets 
need not conform to the minimum or maximum height requirements 
provided such water closets are  so designed and arranged so as to  
be adaptable t o  a height of not less  than 15-in (381 mm) measured 
t o  the top of the seat. 
EXCEPTION NO. 5: Living accanmodations need not provide 
grab bars provided support backing i s  installed to allow for 
future instal la t ions of grab bars. 
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2. See State Bui :ding Code History Note Appendix. 



Chapter 2-14 
REQUIRmMTS R)R GRWP D OCCUPANCIES 

Adoption Table kt. 2-l4R 

Code HCD HCD OSA OSA OSH 
Section -- BSC T T  E g  DHSOSHA CEC DOT a 2 & M E  - 

E n t i r e c h a p t e r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

E n t i r e  Chapter 
except as noted 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  below 

MOTE 1. See Section 2-105 and 2-106 f o r  explanation o f  t h i s  Table. 

MOTE 2. See S t a t e  Bui ld lng Code H i s t o r y  Note Appendix. 
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SC. 2-1409. 
(e) Every Group D Occupancy in which there i s  housed one or more 

hearing impaired persons shall be provided w i t h  a device 
acceptable t o  the enforcing agency designed t o  a l e r t  such 
persons in the event of f i r e  emergency. Signaling devices 
required by this section shall be located in the room o r  area 
used by such persons for sleeping purposes and sha71 be 
activated by the f i r e  alarm system when such system i s  
provided. A person shall be considered hearing impaired i f  a 
physician ce r t i f i e s  in writing to  the f a c i l i t y  operator tha t  the 
individual cannot respond to an audible alarm. 

Provisions For The Handicapped i n  New Construction 
Sec. 2-1415. In addition to  other provisions of these standards, 
Group D occupancies shall  comply with the special standards of 
accessi bil i ty for new construction as fol lows: 
(a )  Group D, Division 1. Group D ,  Division 1 Occupancies for Group 

1, Division 1 Occupancies as specified in Chapter 2-10. 
(b) Group D, Division 2. Group D, Division 2 Occupancies for  Group 

1, Division 1 A  Occupancies as specified i n  Chapter 2-10. 
(c) Group D, Division 3. Group D, Division 3 Occupancies for Group 

R ,  Division 1 Occupancies as specified in Chapter 2-12. 
(d)  Group D, Division 4, Group D, Division 4 Occupancies for Group 

R ,  Division 3 Occupancies as specified in Chapter 2-12. 



Chapter 2- 17 
CLASSIFICATION OF ALL BUILDINGS BY TYPES OF 

CONSTRUCTION AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

Adoption Table No. 2-17A 

Code 
Section 

-- 

HCil HCD OSA OSA 9SH 
BSC 7- 2 SFM Vb DHS OSHA CEC SHB DOT AGR YA BOC DOE - - - - - --- ---- -- 



Adoption Table No. 2-17A (Continued) 

HCD HCD OSA OSk OSH 
Section BSC 7 - 7  SFM K F f  DHS OSHA CEC SHB DOT AGR YA BOC DOE - - - --- - ---- ----- 



0 
Adoption Table No. 2-17A (Continued) 

Code HCD HCD OSA OSA OSii 
Section BSC 7 -2 SFM HC PD DHS OSHA CEC SHB DOT AGR YA BOC DOE - - - --- - --------- 

NOTES: 1. See Sections 2-105 and 2-106 for explanation 
of this Table. 

2. See State Building Code History Note Appendix. 



Chapter 2- 17 
CLASS1 FI CAT1 ON OF ALL BUILDINGS BY TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

Add New X ' s  to Indicate Agency Adoption of  New 
Sections/Subsections as follows: 

Adoption Table No. 2-17A 

Enriri Chapter . . . . .- _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - -  

Entire Chapter 
excep: as nozec 
 OH - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  .............. 





a\ Sanitary Fac i l i t ies  
S ~ C .  2-1711. 

1 (a) General, Sanitary f a c i l i t i e s  that serve buildings, f a c i l i t i e s ,  
or portions of buildings or f ac i l i t i e s  that are required by these 
standards t o  be accessible t o  the physically handicapped, shall 
conform t o  the fol lowing requirements, except as speci fical ly  
exempted in other portions of th is  Code. 
NOTE: See Section P-1502, Part 5, Chapter 15 of T i t l e  24 for 
addi tional sanitation standards. 
EXCEPTION: In existing buildings or f ac i l i t i e s ,  when the 
enforcing agency determines that cmpl iance with any building 
standard under this  section would create an unreasonable hardship, 
an exception to  such standard shall be granted when equivalent 
facil i tation i s  provided. 
When equivalent facil i tation i s  used, the fol lowing c r i t e r i a  shall 
apply: 
1.Al1 sanitary f a c i l i t i e s  are  not required t o  comply with 

these building standards when the enforcing agency determines 
that  sanitary f a c i l i t i e s  are  accessible to  and usable by 
physical ly handicapped persons within a reasonabl e distance 
of accessible areas. 

2.Equivalent fac i l i ta t ion  would provide for e i ther  a la teral  
or front transfer t o i l e t  s t a l l .  
NOTE: See Figure 17-1C. 

3. Equivalent faci l i ta t ion would require doors t o  have a clear 
unobstructed opening of a t  leas t  30-in (762 mm). 

( b )  Separate Facili t ies,  Where separate faci l  i t i e s  are  provided 
for non-handicapped persons of each sex, separate faci? i t i e s  shall 
be provided for handicapped persons of each sex also. Where unisex 
f a c i l i t i e s  are prokiided for non-handicapped persons, such unisex 
f a c i l i t i e s  shall be prcvided f o r  the handicapped. 

(c )  Accessible Floors, Where sanitary f a c i l i t i e s  are  located on 
accessible floors of a building, they shall be made accessible to  
the physical 1 y handicapped . 

(d)  Where Used By Children, Where f a c i l i t i e s  are planned t o  be 
used solely by smsi 1 children, the specific heights may be adjusted 
t o  meet the i r  accessibil i ty needs. 

(e )  Passageways. Passageways 1 eadi ng t o  sanitary facil  i t i  es shall 
have a clear access width as specified in Chapter 2-33. All 
doorways 1 eadi ng t o  such sanitary f ac i l i t i e s  shall have: 
1. Clear Opening. A clear unobstructed opening width of 32-in 

(812.8 mix) .  
2. Level Area, R level and clear area for a minimum depth of 

60-in (1524 m ~ )  in the direction of the door swing as measured a t  
r ight angles t o  the plane of the door in i t s  closed position, and 
44-in (1117.0 mrnj where the door swings away from the level and 
clear area. 

3. Identification Symbols. On doorways leading t o  men's 
sanitary f ac i l i t i e s ,  an equilateral triangle 1/4 - i n  (6.35 mm) 
thick with edges 12-in (304.8 mm) long and a vertex pointing 



2-1711(e) 3. cont 'd.  

upward and on women's san i ta ry  f a c i l  i t i e s  a c i r c l e  1/4 - i n  (6.35 mm) 
t h i c k  and 12-in (304.8 mm) i n  diameter. 
These geometric symbols s h a l l  be centered on the door  a t  a height  of 
60-in (1524 mm) and t h e i r  c o l o r  and con t ras t  s h a l l  be d i s t i n c t l y  
d i f f e r e n t  from the c o l o r  and c o n t r a s t  o f  the door. 

Mu1 tiple AccaRmodation Toilet, Mu1 t i  p l e  accommodation t o i l e t  
f a c i l  i t i e s  s h a l l  have the  f o l  lowing: 
NOTE: See d e f i n i t i o n  i n  Chapter 2-4. 
1. Wheelchair Clearance. A c lea r  space measured from the f l oo r  

t o  a height  o f  27-in (685.8 mm) above the f l o o r ,  w i t h i n  the 
san i ta ry  f a c i l i t y  room, o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  t o  i n s c r i b e  a c i r c l e  
w i t h  a diameter n o t  l e s s  than 60- in (1524 mm), o r  a c l e a r  space 
5 6 - i n x 6 3 - i n  (1422.4mmx 1600.2mm) i n  size. Doors o ther  than 
the door t o  the handicapped t o i l e t  compartment i n  any p o s i t i o n  
may encroach i n t o  t h i s  space by n o t  more than 12-in (304.8 mm). 

2. Clear Space, A water c l o s e t  f i x t u r e  located i n  a 
compartment sha l l  provide a 28- in (711.2 mm) wide c lea r  space 
from a f i x t u r e  o r  a 32-in (812.8 mm) wide c l e a r  space from a wal l  
a t  one s ide o f  the water c l o s e t  and a 48- in (1219.2 mrn) long 
c lea r  space i n  f r o n t  o f  the water c l o s e t  i f  the  compartment has 
an end opening door ( f ac ing  the  water c lose t ) .  A 60-inch 
(1524 mm) minimum length  c lea r  space s h a l l  be provided i n  a 
compartment w i th  the  door loca ted a t  t h e  side. Grab bars sha l l  
no t  p ro jec t  more than 3- in  (76.2 mm) i n t o  the c l e a r  spaces as 
specif ied above. 

3. Compartment Doors. Water c l o s e t  compartments s h a l l  be 
equipped w i t h  a door t h a t  has an automatic c los ing  device, and 
sha l l  have a c l e a r  unobstructed opening width o f  32- in (812.8 mm) 
when located a t  the  end and 34-in (863.6 mm) when located a t  the 
s ide w i th  the door posit ioned a t  an angle o f  90 degrees from i t s  
closed posi t ion.  Except f o r  door opening widths and door swings, 
a c lear  unobstructed access n o t  l ess  than 44- in (1117.6 mm) s h a l l  
be provided t o  water c lose t  compartments designed f o r  use by the 
handicapped and t h e  space immediately i n  f r o n t  o f  a water c lose t  
compartment sha l l  be no t  l e s s  than 48- in (1219.2 mm) as measured 
a t  r i g h t  angles t o  compartment door i n  i t s  closed pos i t i on .  



36" Bar min. . 
914.4 m m  

MULTIPLE ACCOMMODATION 
Toilet Room Plan 
See Section 2- 17 7 1 /e) 

Figure 17-1B 

This d~agram rllustrates the specifrc requirements of these regulations and 
I S  intended only as an ard for burldrng des~gn and construct~on 


















































































































































